Massive 36-inch water main bursts in Islington, forcing dozens to evacuate
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A major burst water main in Islington forced dozens of residents from their homes and left several streets under deep floodwater late on Sunday evening. Around 30 people were evacuated from properties on Canonbury Street, Essex Road, Elmore Street, Halliford Street and Ecclesbourne Road after emergency crews were called to a large-scale leak that sent water into basements and across road surfaces. According to the original report, the evacuation began as flooding spread through the residential streets. 
A spokesperson for the London Fire Brigade said ten fire engines and “around 70 firefighters are dealing with flooding in the area around Canonbury Street in Islington.” The brigade described the cause as a 36‑inch burst water main and estimated flood depths of roughly 40 cm in places. Crews employed flood barriers and sandbags in an effort to protect properties and limit further water ingress. 
Thames Water, Islington Council and the Metropolitan Police were all involved in the response. Thames Water confirmed engineers were on site to locate and repair the damaged pipe, while council teams and police helped manage the cordoned area and support evacuated residents. One broadcaster reported that Thames Water later located and repaired the damage, although recovery work and checks on affected properties continued. 
Emergency control centres said they received a large number of calls after the failure was first noticed shortly before 10pm on Sunday, prompting neighbours and drivers to be warned to avoid the area. The fire service and police urged members of the public not to drive through flood water and to heed road closures and local signage while crews worked. 
The London Fire Brigade described the incident as protracted, with disruption expected to continue into the following day as crews completed repairs, drained affected properties and assessed any infrastructure damage. Local reporting and emergency statements warned residents to expect possible traffic disruption and, in some areas, temporary changes to water pressure while engineers worked to restore the network. 
A 36‑inch main is a substantial trunk pipe in an urban water supply network; when such a pipe fails it can release large volumes of water very quickly, increasing the scale and speed of flooding. That fact helps explain why a single pipe failure in this instance prompted a multi‑agency response and rapid evacuations. 
While all accounts agree on the scale of the flooding and the emergency response, there is a discrepancy in published dates: the original outlet’s report identified the incident as occurring on 10 July, whereas other reporting of the incident refers to 10 August or simply to “Sunday evening.” Most local and national reports therefore describe the event as happening late on a Sunday night, with emergency services active into the early hours as repairs and recovery continued. 
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