Notting Hill Carnival 2025 highlights Alvaro Barrington art commission as ticketed Panorama returns
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The Notting Hill Carnival returns to west London in late August 2025, promising two days of Caribbean music, costume and community celebration across the streets of Notting Hill. According to the official festival schedule, the main programme will take place on Sunday 24 and Monday 25 August 2025, with a ticketed Panorama steelband evening on Saturday 23 August; organisers and coverage of previous years underline the event’s status as Europe’s largest street festival and a staple of London’s summer calendar. Visitors can expect the usual mix of parades, sound systems and food stalls that make the weekend both a cultural showcase and a major city attraction.
The Saturday evening Panorama is a signature event this year. The UK National Panorama steelband competition will be staged on 23 August 2025 at Emslie Horniman’s Pleasance Park, with gates opening in the late afternoon and bands performing memorised ten‑minute pieces without sheet music. The competition, which the carnival presents as one of the largest steelpan contests outside the Caribbean, is ticketed and draws specialist audiences as well as festivalgoers seeking live, high‑energy steelpan performances in an open‑air park setting.
The weekend begins in earnest each year with J’ouvert, the pre‑dawn celebration that traditionally sees revellers cover themselves in paint, powder and other colourful media. The official programme lists J’ouvert from about 06:00 to 09:00 on Sunday morning, followed by the MAS judging and a Children’s Day/Family Day procession designed to encourage family participation and showcase younger masqueraders. Monday is Adults Day, when the full parade of bands and mas takes over the main route for the climax of the carnival.
For visitors who prefer stationary stages or who want to experience the festival’s art programming, the carnival’s network of sound systems and live stages runs from midday until early evening on both days. This year’s Powis Square programme has been curated by artist Alvaro Barrington in collaboration with Mangrove Mas: the Thaddaeus Ropac gallery has described Barrington’s commission as including work on the Mangrove Mas band truck and a performance programme, Emelda’s Junction, programmed across both Sunday and Monday from 12:00 to 19:00. The blending of contemporary art commissions with traditional masquerade underscores the carnival’s evolving cultural remit.
Amid the colour and music the weekend also contains moments of solemn remembrance. At 15:00 on both Sunday and Monday the carnival will observe a 72‑second period of reflection to honour the 72 people who died in the Grenfell Tower fire; that pause has become a fixed and emotive part of the carnival schedule in recent years and is observed by sound systems, marchers and emergency services alike.
Beyond culture and community, the carnival represents a significant economic boost to London. Research summarised by the London Assembly and other official sources estimates an average additional spend of roughly £54 per visitor; applying conservative attendance figures produces direct spending benefits to the city that have been estimated in the tens of millions of pounds each year. Organisers and local businesses point to the weekend as a vital source of trade for hotels, cafes, market stalls and retailers, and as a prominent showcase for London’s multicultural offer.
Practical information is being emphasised by the festival’s organisers. The official Notting Hill Carnival site provides detailed guidance on parade routes, ticketing for the Panorama evening, accessibility, safety advice and volunteer opportunities; independent guides also advise potential attendees to plan around likely transport restrictions and occasional tube station closures on carnival days and to observe local safety guidance when attending large street events.
Organisers present the 2025 weekend as both a celebratory and community‑led event — a chance to foreground Caribbean heritage and to expand the carnival’s artistic collaborations — while public agencies and independent analysts underline its civic and economic significance. For those planning to attend, the combination of early‑morning ritual, competitive steelband performance and late‑day parade offers a spectrum of experiences that together explain why the Notting Hill Carnival remains a defining moment in London’s cultural year.
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