Body found near Canary Wharf tower as tensions rise over Britannia hotel plans
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A body was discovered outside Sirocco Tower in Canary Wharf on Wednesday morning, prompting emergency services to seal off Harbour Way, erect a forensic tent and begin inquiries. According to the original report, residents heard sirens at about 6am as officers established a cordon around the scene; by midday authorities had given only limited information while investigations continued. The tower has been described in some accounts as a 32‑floor residential block, though developer material places Sirocco at roughly 35 storeys, underscoring its position amid dense high‑rise housing in the Harbour Central estate. 
The location is notable because it lies less than half a mile from the Britannia International Hotel, a four‑star riverside property that the Government intends to use for temporary accommodation for people seeking asylum. Tower Hamlets Council has said it will work with the Home Office and partners to deliver support, insisting in a statement posted on 22 July 2025 that it would help put in place “a full package of support, including safety and safeguarding arrangements” for those due to be housed there. The hotel’s published specification shows a large capacity — in excess of 500 rooms — which helps explain why national authorities have considered it for short‑term provision.
The hotel’s impending change of use has already sparked weeks of protest in Canary Wharf. Footage circulating from recent demonstrations shows clashes between activists and police outside the Britannia, and local reporting has documented a range of scenes from families and masked protesters to flares being set off. Accounts of arrests vary: the original report noted two arrests at one demonstration, while other outlets recorded at least one arrest and the Metropolitan Police confirmed an arrest for assaulting an emergency worker. Those differing tallies reflect how rapidly events have unfolded and been reported.
Police presence at the hotel has been visible and, according to broadcasters, part of a planned policing operation to preserve public order. Sky News reported officers monitoring demonstrations and working with the local authority as tensions around the site have risen; Tower Hamlets officials say they are liaising with the Home Office over safeguarding and community measures. Local councillors and residents have publicly voiced concerns about safety, prompting authorities to stress that plans for welfare, security and integration support are being drawn up as the accommodation arrangements proceed.
The disruption has also affected paying guests: reporting indicates that some bookings at the Britannia have been cancelled amid the controversy, and scenes of protesters confronting hotel staff and arriving visitors have fed wider unease among local businesses and tourists. The hotel’s riverside location and range of room types mean it could, in contingency, accommodate several hundred people relatively quickly — a fact that explains both the Government’s interest and the intensity of local feeling.
The wider context is a national debate over the emergency use of commercial hotels to relieve pressures on the asylum system and the policing challenges that accompany rapid changes of purpose for large city venues. Media coverage has highlighted the difficulty of balancing the urgent need to find accommodation with concerns about community safety and the strain on local services, and policing chiefs emphasise the importance of plans that protect both residents and those being housed.
At the scene in Canary Wharf the investigation into the body remains active and details are limited. Emergency services have been approached for comment and the area around Sirocco Tower was reported cordoned off while forensic examinations continued. Local officials have called for calm and dialogue as inquiries proceed and as the council, Home Office and police work to manage the fallout from both the discovery and the heightened local tensions.
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