London's baby banks surge as Great Big Baby Shower spans 25 NHS maternity units across 23 boroughs
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The Camden New Journal’s call to back a local baby bank has again demonstrated the power of community generosity. After an earlier feature warned of a nappies shortage, readers responded with an outpouring of donations and even substantial cash gifts. Emily Compston, Little Village’s operations director, said the support “means so much to the families we support, especially new parents who are trying to give their babies the best possible start in life during what can be a really tough time.” The charity has long worked to provide essential items—nappies, clothing, prams and more—to families in need, with volunteers and supporters repeatedly described as the backbone of its work. The Guardian’s profile of London’s baby banks in 2018 framed Little Village as a pioneering, volunteer-driven model that emphasised dignity, choice and local community support, a legacy that continues to shape its approach today and underpins the current response from CNJ readers. Emily Compston’s gratitude and the sense of shared purpose reflect a broader shift in how communities respond to hardship, turning news interest into tangible relief for newborns and their parents.
The immediate impact of the appeal has been striking. As well as the in-person donations to Hampstead Road, readers have contributed clothing and baby essentials, with one unnamed donor delivering a £300 cheque in person—a gesture the charity said would “go such a long way in providing nappies and wipes for newborns.” The CNJ report noted volunteers and staff had recently welcomed waves of new supporters, and described Little Village’s ongoing push to rally resources ahead of autumn and winter. In parallel, the charity has been expanding a London-wide initiative designed to keep babies supplied during the busiest months of the year. The Great Big Baby Shower now spans 25 NHS maternity units across 23 boroughs, delivering emergency newborn packs that include nappies, sleepsuits, baby grows, muslins and maternity pads, with hundreds of packs anticipated in 2025 and more than 700 planned to date. Yet organisers emphasise the need for continued donations of clothing and funds to meet demand as the season changes and economic pressures persist.
Beyond the local appeal, the scale of demand facing Little Village and similar organisations has continued to rise. BBC coverage highlighted the changing landscape for families in need, noting that Little Village assisted 9,201 children in the preceding year and distributed tens of thousands of essentials—5,820 coats and almost 40,000 pairs of pyjamas among them. The piece underscored shortages of warm clothing for older children and described how previously vulnerable families now receive practical, dignity-preserving support. For families engaging with Little Village, the process relies on referrals from professionals through a network of midwives, health visitors and social workers, with self-referral not accepted; items may be collected at one of the hubs or delivered, and a daily referral cap helps manage demand while preserving the charity’s ability to respond quickly. Speaking about the work, the BBC interviewees stressed that baby banks are about neighbours helping neighbours, a sentiment echoed in Little Village’s own materials and in related reporting that has long chronicled the charity’s mission to relieve poverty by empowering families with real choice and support. The organisation’s own Get Help page outlines the referral pathway and emphasises the dignity and autonomy of families as they select the items they need.
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