Notting Hill Carnival set to go ahead with temporary funding as organisers press for durable government backing amid two million revellers
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Notting Hill Carnival is finally set to go ahead this weekend, with organisers hoping the relief will outstrip the anxiety that has stalked the event for more than a year. Around two million revellers are expected to join the streets for a celebration that blends music, food and Caribbean culture, but the mood is tempered by the memory of recent funding rows, public friction with the Metropolitan Police and damaging press coverage after last year’s violence. Ian Comfort, chair of Notting Hill Carnival Ltd, told the Guardian that the burden of keeping the festival alive has been heavy, and that securing a sustainable future was essential after the near-miss last month when the event was saved only by almost £1m of funding for safety and infrastructure. Comfort, who usually stays in the background, argued that the conversation around carnival must change if the festival is to endure, insisting that it should be recognised with stable government support rather than contingent noises in the media.
The Guardian’s coverage has framed Notting Hill as a case study in the tensions between culture, policing costs and sponsorship. The piece notes that last year the carnival cost more than £11m a year to police while contributing about £400m to the local economy, underscoring why sponsors and public bodies are wary of backing a high-profile event in a difficult funding climate. The report also highlighted a leaked letter from Comfort to Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy in June, warning that urgent government funding was essential to safeguard the event’s future. Comfort’s reaction to the culture secretary’s stance—“carnival wasn’t a cultural matter for her”—is presented as an illustration of the political drivers surrounding the festival, while his further remark that publishing a pre-carnival report amounted to “political posturing” has fed debate about the event’s publicity strategy and sponsorship prospects. The Guardian also touched on last year’s violence, noting the murder of Cher Maximen during a family day incident and Comfort’s own reflections on whether anything could have been done to prevent it, a reminder of the stakes for safety and community trust as the new edition approaches.
Beyond the headlines, local authorities have stepped in with targeted funding to cover safety measures while national recognition for ongoing support remains a live issue. Kensington and Chelsea Council confirmed a one-off funding increase for 2025 after a safety review identified essential crowd-management costs, with City Hall and Westminster Council alongside RBKC agreeing to bolster grants to meet the recommended safety measures. The council emphasised that this year’s funding is a temporary arrangement, positioned within broader constraints on public budgets and with an eye to longer-term recognition at the national level. The Royal Borough’s collaboration with the City Hall and Westminster reflects a granular, place-based approach to crowd safety, while underscoring the broader argument that not all festival costs can be absorbed by local authorities alone. In parallel, an official Notting Hill Carnival update framed the funding package as a necessary step to implement safety and infrastructure improvements, reiterating the event’s appeal to millions and its substantial economic footprint—even as it continues to press for a more durable, government-backed funding framework.
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