Absolute Radio Live fundraiser at London Palladium aims to combat prostate cancer disparities
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Absolute Radio Live is set to return to the London Palladium on Sunday, 16 November 2025, with a special comedy event aimed at raising funds for Prostate Cancer UK. The event will be hosted by Absolute Radio presenters Jon Richardson and Matt Forde, featuring an impressive lineup of comedians including James Acaster, Kerry Godliman, Adam Hills, Fatiha El-Ghorri, Tom Davis, and Dinesh Nathan. According to the organisers, all profits from this night of entertainment will go towards supporting research and awareness efforts led by Prostate Cancer UK.
Prostate cancer remains a critical health issue, with the charity underlining that one in eight men will develop the disease during their lifetime. Strikingly, Black men are at double the risk compared to other men, with estimates showing that one in four Black men could be diagnosed. This disparity is underpinned by multiple factors, including genetics and social determinants of health. Alison Day, Director of Communications at Prostate Cancer UK, conveyed enthusiasm about the partnership with Absolute Radio Live, describing the event as a “stellar evening of laughter” that also holds the potential to make a profound impact on men’s health.
The charity’s funding priorities include the TRANSFORM trial, a significant research initiative aimed at developing a safe and effective national screening programme for prostate cancer. In addition to research, money raised through such events supports awareness campaigns and vital support services for men living with and beyond the disease. Absolute Radio Live has established itself as a notable fixture in the comedy calendar, effectively pairing well-known comedians and emerging talents to raise vital funds for charitable causes.
The heightened risk for Black men extends beyond prevalence to outcomes, with data from the National Prostate Cancer Audit revealing that Black men in England are 1.5 times more likely to be diagnosed with late-stage prostate cancer than their white counterparts. They also face a 14% lower likelihood of receiving life-saving treatments, underscoring significant health inequities. Research published in BMC Medicine further confirms that Black men in England not only have double the lifetime risk of prostate cancer diagnosis but also a considerably higher risk of mortality compared to white men. 
Moreover, articles from leading news outlets like Forbes and Sky News have highlighted the disproportionate burden borne by Black men in the UK, who are reported to be 2.5 times more likely to die from prostate cancer. These disparities are attributed not only to biological factors but also to systemic issues, including health inequities and outdated NHS guidelines. Prostate Cancer UK has called for updates to these guidelines to allow general practitioners to proactively discuss prostate cancer risks with Black men from the age of 45, a move that could significantly improve early detection and treatment outcomes.
The upcoming Absolute Radio Live event at the prestigious London Palladium symbolizes both a celebration of comedy and a critical fundraising effort aimed at addressing one of the most pressing health challenges faced by men today. Through partnerships like this, Prostate Cancer UK seeks to enhance both awareness and scientific advancements, particularly for communities most at risk. 
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