Undercover footage exposes persistent racism and misconduct in the Metropolitan Police
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Secret footage revealing Metropolitan Police officers making racist, sexist, and violent remarks has sparked renewed outrage and concern over institutional racism within the force, decades after the landmark Macpherson report labelled it "institutionally racist." The undercover investigation, conducted by BBC Panorama at Charing Cross police station, showed officers calling for immigrants to be shot, bragging about excessive use of force, and dismissing serious crimes such as rape. This disturbing behaviour led to fast-tracked disciplinary proceedings against ten officers, including a police constable who remains under criminal investigation for perverting the course of justice.
Baroness Doreen Lawrence, mother of Stephen Lawrence—the black teenager murdered in a racist attack in 1993—spoke out following the footage’s release. She lamented that “nothing much has changed” since the Macpherson report nearly 30 years ago, which exposed systemic racism within the Metropolitan Police. “We have talked about it over the past 30 years, but we are still talking about the same thing now,” she said at Westminster. Baroness Lawrence emphasised the urgent need for police officers to respect the communities they serve and stressed that meaningful change must come from government intervention.
The Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir Mark Rowley, condemned the conduct caught on camera as “reprehensible and completely unacceptable.” In response, he has suspended nine officers, removed two from frontline duties, disbanded the custody team at Charing Cross, and initiated disciplinary proceedings. He vowed to swiftly remove officers demonstrating racist, sexist, or violent behaviour to restore public trust in the force. The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) has also launched an investigation into the matter.
Earlier remarks captured in the documentary included officers dismissing rape allegations and making egregiously racist comments, such as calls for immigrants to be shot. One officer reportedly said, “Either put a bullet through his head or deport him,” referring to an immigrant who overstayed his visa. The widespread nature of these attitudes has reignited discussions around the police’s entrenched culture and accountability.
Government officials have taken note of the incident. Home Office minister Lord Hanson of Flint acknowledged the gravity of the situation, highlighting actions already taken within the last year, including new vetting standards for officers. He also pointed to forthcoming legislation, particularly the Crime and Policing Bill currently before the House of Lords, which aims to improve disciplinary measures, prevent officers dismissed for serious misconduct from re-entering the force, and strengthen suspension protocols. Lord Hanson expressed hope that within the next year, these reforms would enhance confidence in policing standards and ensure swift and effective responses to incidents of racism, misogyny, and other forms of discrimination.
The revelations have drawn calls from British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and wider public figures for a robust response to root out such behaviour from the police force. The Panorama exposé has underscored the persistent challenges faced by the Metropolitan Police in eradicating institutional prejudices and the urgent need for comprehensive reforms both within the force and at governmental levels.
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