Rachel Riley awarded Freedom of the City of London for her fight against antisemitism
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Rachel Riley, the well-known presenter of the television programme "Countdown," has been awarded the prestigious Freedom of the City of London in recognition of her significant contributions to Holocaust education and combating antisemitism. The ceremony, held at the historic Mansion House, celebrated Riley's courageous use of her public platform to challenge prejudice and her efforts to empower young people to speak out against racism. Lord Mayor Alastair King praised her as deserving of the honour, highlighting her sterling work in encouraging awareness and activism against antisemitism. Alderman Tim Levene described Riley as one of the UK's most important voices in the fight against antisemitism, further emphasising the significance of this longstanding civic accolade that honours individuals with outstanding contributions to public life.
Riley herself stated that the honour serves as a vital reminder that the fight against prejudice is valued and necessary, especially as antisemitism continues to be a visible and pressing issue in society. Her commitment to Holocaust education and raising awareness is well-documented, notably in her outspoken criticism of antisemitism within political spheres, including her vocal stance on controversies involving the Labour Party and former leader Jeremy Corbyn. This award complements the MBE Riley received earlier in 2023 for her services to Holocaust education, underscoring her consistent dedication to these causes.
Beyond her educational efforts, Riley has also been actively involved in campaigns against misinformation and antisemitism-related fake news. She supports initiatives such as "Stop Funding Fake News," which targets hyper-partisan websites by urging advertisers to withdraw financial support from platforms accused of spreading disinformation and fostering societal division. This campaign, inspired by similar movements abroad, seeks to tackle the root of harmful narratives by cutting off their economic lifelines.
Despite facing criticism and calls for boycotts on social media due to her outspoken views, Riley has reaffirmed her commitment to combating antisemitism. Speaking after such challenges, she expressed gratitude for the support she has received and declared that she will "carry on regardless," determined to continue her advocacy.
Riley’s efforts remain particularly poignant in light of recent global events, such as the conflict in Gaza, which have heightened the sense of urgency around Holocaust education and the fight against hatred and intolerance. She remarked that such education feels "present and urgent" amidst ongoing tensions, reflecting her belief in the power of awareness to counteract prejudice and violence.
Overall, Rachel Riley's receipt of the Freedom of the City of London not only honours her past and ongoing work but also serves as a public reaffirmation of the importance of education, activism, and courage in confronting antisemitism and racism in today’s world.
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