TikTok nominees showcase diverse talents and rising stars at UK awards
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Coco Sarel, Henry Rowley, and Bemi Orojuogun are among the notable nominees for this year’s second annual TikTok Awards in the UK, a celebration recognising the diverse creative talents shaping the country’s online culture. The awards feature 72 creators across 12 categories, including comedy, education, beauty, food, and sport, with these nominees boasting a combined following of more than 83 million across the platform.
Coco Sarel, known for her unfiltered and spontaneous Love Island debriefs, has amassed over one million followers through her candid, natural style of content creation. Sarel’s approach to TikTok is refreshingly unscripted—often recording in casual settings with minimal effort, focusing on authentic conversation rather than polished production. Beyond her online presence, she has expanded her reach into live performances, notably at the 2023 Edinburgh Fringe Festival with other TikTok creators, an experience that has deepened her respect for live comedy. While she appreciates the engagement and visibility social media offers, Sarel also acknowledges the challenges that come with it, including dealing with negativity, which she now chooses to ignore rather than confront. Having started sharing content later in life, she remains selective about how much of her personal life she reveals, opting to protect certain aspects from public scrutiny. Notably, even significant milestones like her recent marriage are shared briefly, quickly giving way to new topics, reflecting her ADHD and fast-changing interests. Sarel’s multi-faceted career extends beyond TikTok; she is also a presenter, podcaster, and actor, with credits that include hosting high-profile events and performing in theatre productions.
Henry Rowley’s rise on TikTok is built on his sharp, observational comedy, particularly through his “husky posh girl” sketches that parody upper-class stereotypes. Growing up in Leicester and further immersed in "posh" culture during his time at Bristol University, Rowley crafted a series of recognisable and relatable characters that have earned him over 1.3 million followers. His comedic journey from the platform to the stage has been impressive; after many challenging gigs and 'bombed' sets, he debuted at the Edinburgh Fringe with "Knock Knock," a creator-led showcase, followed by his solo show "Just Literally," which received outstanding reviews and sold out venues including Alexandra Palace and Richmond Theatre. Rowley is also expanding into acting, recently completing a short film and working on a TV series. Known for his balanced approach to public and private life, he keeps his personal background largely out of the spotlight, focusing instead on his comedy and acting career.
Bemi Orojuogun, affectionately known as Bus Aunty, embodies an unexpected but endearing TikTok success story. Her lifelong love of London buses has translated into a viral niche celebration of city life, earning her a nomination for best video of the year with one clip viewed nearly 50 million times. As a mental health nurse, Orojuogun’s crossover into social media fame has been "slightly overwhelming," particularly with street recognitions and collaborations with major brands like Burberry and Ikea. She embraces her role as a relatable figure mainly because she started posting just over a year ago, representing a broader demographic of TikTok users who are "never too old" to take part and succeed on the platform. Her story highlights how genuine passion combined with social media can cultivate a meaningful connection with audiences.
Together, these creators illustrate the wide-reaching influence of TikTok across various content genres and age groups. Their stories collectively highlight the platform’s power not only to entertain but also to launch careers, foster communities, and provide new forms of expression. Yet, they also reflect the evolving nature of digital fame, where balancing vulnerability with privacy and managing public scrutiny remain ongoing challenges.
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