Six years on, boy thrown from Tate Modern balcony can now run and swim again
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Six years after the harrowing incident in which a six-year-old boy was thrown from the 10th-floor viewing platform at London's Tate Modern, the child has made remarkable progress in his recovery. The French boy, who suffered catastrophic injuries including a bleed on the brain and multiple fractures, was initially feared to be wheelchair-bound for life. However, his family now reports that at age 12, he can run, jump, and swim again, albeit with some limitations. This progress marks a significant milestone from earlier stages of his rehabilitation when he was only able to stand unaided.
The boy, who has been affectionately called the 'Little Knight' by his family due to his bravery and determination, set himself the goal of cycling the 2.5-hour journey from his home to the seaside, which he successfully completed this summer, indicating remarkable physical endurance and recovery. His family shared that while he cannot perform these activities like other children his age, his ability to run, jump, and swim over limited distances is an incredible achievement. They also revealed plans for another major operation early next year, which will require him to be immobilised for nearly two months but is deemed essential to further reduce pain and improve function.
The journey to recovery has involved intensive rehabilitation, with the boy attending ten separate therapy sessions each week, supported by a psychomotor therapist who has helped him address tension in the left side of his body that causes pain. To support his rehabilitation, the family is seeking a new school that can accommodate both his academic curriculum and the extensive therapy he requires. They have expressed ongoing gratitude to those who have supported their fundraising efforts, which have raised more than £477,000 to date.
The incident occurred in August 2019 when then-17-year-old Jonty Bravery, who was in supported accommodation but allowed out unsupervised, threw the child from the viewing platform. The boy fell approximately 30 meters, landing on a lower roof before being airlifted to hospital in critical condition. Bravery, who had no prior connection to the boy, was arrested and later pleaded guilty to attempted murder. In June 2020, he was sentenced to a minimum of 15 years in prison, with the presiding judge warning that he might never be released due to the severity of his crime and the risk he posed to society. While on remand at Broadmoor Hospital, Bravery also received an additional jail term after assaulting staff members.
This case not only highlighted the extraordinary resilience of the young victim and the unwavering support of his family but also raised wider concerns about mental health care and supervision for individuals like Bravery. The family’s ongoing commitment to their son's progress and the broader public support have been critical pillars in the long road to rehabilitation following this unprecedented attack.
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