Fulham Pier’s festive season transforms into a woodland wonderland with innovative family events and culinary delights
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This winter, Fulham Pier, London’s newest riverside destination, is set to enchant visitors with its inaugural festive season celebration themed ‘Into the Woods.’ Launching on 20 November 2025, the event kicks off with a Christmas Lights Switch-On featuring local music teacher turned star James B Partridge of Primary School Bangers fame. Known for his nostalgic sing-along shows enjoyed by children and adults alike, Partridge will lead a special performance by the Thames, creating a communal moment as the lights illuminate the riverside. This free event promises a heartfelt start to the Christmas season, blending community spirit with festive cheer.
The celebratory theme evokes a magical forest with giant pine trees, a cosy cabin, and twinkling riverwalk paths enhanced by interactive digital art. Throughout the season, Fulham Pier will host an array of family-friendly activities such as Santa story times, festive roller discos, and creative workshops including beanie making and ceramic gifts with scenic river views. Complementing the festive fun is a Christmas market that showcases local artisans, alongside live music and a vibrant riverside food hall featuring diverse stalls.
Culinary offerings play a key role in the festive experience, with seasonal menus from Brasserie Constance crafted by Michelin-starred chef Adam Byatt, alongside Ruinart Champagne and caviar trolleys, and themed cocktails served at Flo Bar and London Essence Cocktail Bar. Special events planned include Candlelight Concerts, Moët Champagne Afternoon Teas, and a family-friendly ‘Noon Year’s Eve’ gathering, ensuring there is something for visitors of all ages. Shoppers can explore Trinity Flowers’ boutique and the year-round gift shop stocking unique treats, including candles and quirky items like beer for dogs. For those wishing to linger in the festive atmosphere, the newly opened Fulham Pier Hotel offers luxurious accommodation with sweeping views of the Thames.
Adding to the diverse lineup, the family rave event Big Fish Little Fish will take place on 6 December, featuring festive-themed club classics by resident DJs, multi-sensory dance elements like glitter cannons and bubbles, and crafting activities for children. This event is designed especially for families with children up to eight years old, though all ages are welcome, offering a unique, energetic festive alternative alongside more traditional activities.
Fulham Pier's festive calendar provides a comprehensive day-to-night riverfront experience, creating an immersive setting where festivity and community intertwine. Duncan Mitchell, Creative Programming Manager at Fulham Pier, emphasises that their forest-inspired theme aims to offer a magical escape where visitors can slow down, explore, and feel part of a special communal atmosphere, enhancing the sense of local connection.
Nearby, Fulham Palace complements the season’s offerings with its own rich programme of festive events, including a three-day Christmas fair featuring indoor and outdoor markets, live choir music, an illuminated Christmas tree walk, and opportunities to meet Father Christmas in the historic library. The Palace also hosts crafting workshops such as wreath-making led by its gardening team, adding a traditional dimension to the festive celebrations in the area.
Together, these festive activities along the Thames in Fulham provide a vibrant seasonal destination that balances nostalgic charm with contemporary entertainment, making it a notable highlight of London’s winter calendar for locals and visitors alike.
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