Investigation uncovers extensive police corruption linked to Derek Ridgewell’s wrongful convictions
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A long-buried chapter of police corruption in 1970s Britain is being reopened as evidence suggests that Detective Sergeant Derek Ridgewell, a British Transport Police officer, may have framed more than 100 innocent men, predominantly Black, during his tenure. Previously linked to the wrongful convictions of at least 13 individuals in London, Ridgewell’s corrupt activities appear to have been far more expansive, according to former detective Graham Satchwell, who has uncovered documents and testimonies indicating a wider network of bent officers possibly involved in the scandal.
Ridgewell, who died in jail in 1982 after serving time for stealing property from mailbags, had a notorious modus operandi. He was known to arrest men—often black and working-class—on suspicion of robbery on the London Underground. Victims were frequently beaten, coerced into false confessions, and convicted on Ridgewell’s false testimony. Among the most well-known miscarriages of justice were the cases of the Oval Four, the Stockwell Six, the Waterloo Four, and the Tottenham Court Road Two, all groups whose convictions were overturned decades later. Despite early warnings—such as a 1973 BBC investigation that exposed Ridgewell’s likely fabrication of evidence—he was promoted and allowed to operate nationwide, compounding the damage. Ridgewell worked with criminal associates, profiting from stolen goods until his eventual imprisonment for theft.
Satchwell’s continuing investigation suggests that Ridgewell’s victims could number well over 100. "Taken together with the crimes that Ridgewell allegedly solved whilst investigating for several years across the country as a Force Headquarters officer, it is most probable that many more than 100 Ridgewell victims still await justice," Satchwell said, urging survivors and their families to come forward confidentially. British Transport Police detectives are now interviewing witnesses and pursuing leads linked to Ridgewell’s former network, which may involve as many as 18 corrupt colleagues.
One of Ridgewell’s known victims, Winston Trew, recounted the devastating personal toll of Ridgewell’s actions. Detained and falsely accused in 1972, Trew spent eight months in jail before his conviction was overturned in 2019. Speaking publicly, he called on others to come forward: "He ruined people's lives and split families apart, doing untold damage. People should come forward to expose this man." Legal aid charity APPEAL, which has aided many of Ridgewell’s victims in appealing their convictions, is offering confidential support for anyone with information.
The scandal extends beyond London. Investigators have identified cases outside the capital, illustrating the breadth of Ridgewell’s corrupt influence. In one notable instance, Ridgewell and two other officers admitted to stealing from a goods depot, sharing theft profits, further blurring the lines between law enforcement and criminality. Internal newsletters from the British Transport Police revealed that Ridgewell’s team received commendations after mass arrests, which newspapers like The Mirror now report included numerous ethnic minority victims wrongfully implicated.
The unfolding inquiry has prompted calls for systemic reform. The British Transport Police have acknowledged the grievous wrongs inflicted and have supported initiatives such as scholarships aimed at improving African and Caribbean representation within the judiciary, recognising the need to address historic racial injustices. This case stands as a stark reminder of institutional failings and the enduring quest for justice by those wronged.
With thirteen names already cleared and new cases emerging, Ridgewell’s legacy casts a long shadow. However, renewed investigations and the courage of survivors and advocates alike offer hope that justice may yet be served for the many still waiting for their convictions to be overturned.
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the countless lives upended by corrupt detective work





