David Lammy makes history as first Black man to lead PMQs in UK Parliament
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David Lammy has made history as the first Black man to lead Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) in the UK Parliament, a landmark event hailed by many as a significant step for racial equality and representation in British politics. This notable occasion took place while Sir Keir Starmer, the Labour Party leader, attended the COP30 climate summit in Brazil, with Lammy stepping in as Deputy Prime Minister. The moment was witnessed from the Commons’ public gallery by Stuart Lawrence, brother of Stephen Lawrence, the young Black man tragically murdered in a racist attack in 1993. Stuart Lawrence described the event as a “landmark” and expressed hope that it would inspire young Black British people by showing them new possibilities in the nation's political landscape.
Lammy himself paid tribute to the "trailblazers" who came before him, including Diane Abbott, the first Black woman to take PMQs, and Kemi Badenoch, the first Black leader of a major UK political party. This acknowledgment reflects the progress made in diversifying British political representation. Diane Abbott, elected in 1987, has been a prominent advocate for racial equality and social justice throughout her 33-year career. Her historic appearance at PMQs in 2019 marked the first time a Black woman represented her party during the session, setting the stage for further milestones.
The political community widely celebrated Lammy's achievement. Labour MP Calvin Bailey highlighted the importance of this moment amid what he characterized as rising "dog whistle racism," framing it as a representation of the Britain that many are proud of and will continue to fight for. Dawn Butler, the first Black woman to speak as a government minister from the despatch box, stressed the vital role representation plays in politics, saying that such moments serve as powerful symbols of progress and inspire future generations to see themselves reflected at the highest levels of government.
Labour MP Adam Jogee also welcomed Lammy’s historic debut, underlining that the United Kingdom must be a place where anyone, regardless of their skin colour, can succeed and hold prominent positions. He wished Lammy well and joked about causing any parliamentary upset, capturing the camaraderie and significance felt by many during this moment.
While Lammy's appearance marks the first time a Black man has answered PMQs, this milestone sits within a broader narrative of gradual progress towards greater diversity in UK politics. Diane Abbott’s breakthrough as the first Black woman MP and her iconic appearance at PMQs decades earlier laid important groundwork. Meanwhile, Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch has also made history as the first Black leader of a major political party in the UK, signalling growing inclusivity across the political spectrum.
This historic moment echoes beyond the walls of Parliament, symbolising hope for increased representation and equality in a diverse society. Stuart Lawrence’s presence at PMQs to witness the event added profound emotional weight, tying the personal and political into a broader movement for racial justice and change in Britain.
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