Prince William’s partnership accelerates UK homelessness initiative with innovative housing and community support
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Prince William has forged a meaningful partnership with the Multibank charity, whose President is former Prime Minister Gordon Brown, to further the Homewards initiative, a comprehensive five-year programme dedicated to ending homelessness across the UK. Launched in June 2024, Homewards is driven by the ambition that homelessness can be made “rare, brief and unrepeated.” This partnership will see the Multibank charity become a key supporter, known as an Activator, helping to furnish 250 new homes through Homewards’ Innovative Housing Projects (IHPs). The homes are being developed in six targeted areas: Lambeth, Bournemouth, Newport, Belfast, Aberdeen, and Sheffield. These locations employ scalable solutions tailored to distinct groups requiring assistance, such as young single occupants in Aberdeen and chronically homeless women in Northern Ireland.
The collaboration with Multibank, backed by major retailers including B&Q, Bosch Home Appliances, DFS Group, and IKEA, focuses on providing essential furniture and goods for empty properties. Research underpinning the initiative shows that tenants are 12.5% more likely to sustain their tenancy when furnished with necessary household items, which in turn helps prevent cyclical homelessness. By transforming empty houses into secure and welcoming homes, the partnership aims to break the cycle of repeat homelessness.
Prince William and Gordon Brown have a shared dedication to social causes. Their rapport was publicly acknowledged when they appeared together on a panel in Sheffield in July 2025, marking the second anniversary of Homewards. The panel also included Homewards Advocate Steven Bartlett and was devoted to discussing cross-sector partnerships and the significant progress the programme has achieved. At a previous panel in July 2024, Brown praised William's commitment, drawing parallels between the Prince’s focus on homelessness and the humanitarian efforts of his late mother, Diana, Princess of Wales. Brown remarked that William is shifting public perception by emphasising the potential of homeless individuals when given opportunity and support.
The Homewards programme builds on Prince William’s long-standing engagement with homelessness, inspired by a childhood visit to The Passage charity with his mother, a moment he described as an eye-opener that shaped his perspective on social issues. William has reiterated his commitment to providing safe and stable housing as a fundamental right, framing his involvement in Homewards as part of his royal responsibilities.
Homewards has made substantial strides since its inception, marked by several key events, including a milestone anniversary in July 2024 in Lambeth, where representatives from all six focus locations gathered to evaluate progress and future plans. The programme’s delivery phase emphasizes local empowerment through Action Plans, supported by partnerships with organisations like Hays, which has pledged national and local commitments to create employment pathways critical to preventing homelessness.
Prince William’s continuing efforts through Homewards exemplify a broader vision of tackling homelessness through innovative housing, community collaboration, and support services. This cohesive strategy, combined with the practical step of furnishing homes, aims to ensure those at risk of homelessness can rebuild their lives with dignity in safe and stable environments.
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