AI reshapes journalism support roles but delays of large-scale layoffs persist
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Artificial intelligence is moving deeper into newsrooms, but the threat it poses to journalism jobs still looks more limited than the wider public fears. Publishers are already using AI for research, transcription, translation, illustration, podcast production and, in some cases, drafting and editing copy. Even so, a recent industry survey found that most media managers have not yet reduced headcount because of the technology.
That picture may not hold for long. Statista’s 2024 global survey found that 40% of journalists said AI was already having a significant effect on their work, while only a small minority reported no impact at all. The same research suggests the most immediate changes have come in the form of support tools rather than outright replacement, especially in editing and translation.
The broader public, however, appears far more pessimistic. In a Pew Research Centre survey published in April 2025, 59% of US adults said they expected AI to leave journalism with fewer jobs over the next two decades, while only 5% thought it would create more. Pew also found that 41% believed AI would do a worse job than humans at writing news stories, underscoring the degree of mistrust surrounding machine-generated reporting.
Journalists themselves are also uneasy about the longer-term consequences. In a 2024 global survey cited by Statista, 54.3% identified the loss of creativity and original reporting as AI’s main danger to journalism, ahead of concerns about weakened critical thinking and a rise in misinformation. Those worries align with broader analysis from the Open Society Foundations, which has warned that large language models could reshape information ecosystems over the next five to 15 years in ways that bring both efficiencies and fresh risks.
For now, the clearest evidence suggests disruption without large-scale newsroom layoffs. A study published in January 2026 found that generative AI reduced traffic to news publishers after mid-2024, but did not trigger newsroom cuts. Instead, outlets adjusted by building richer and more interactive pages rather than simply churning out more articles. That points to a familiar pattern in media technology: AI is already changing how journalism is made, but the labour market consequences may emerge more slowly than the hype suggests.
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