Canada’s declining media system fuels spread of misinformation and erodes journalistic accountability
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The criticism of CTV’s handling of Pierre Poilievre’s claims lands harder because it points to a deeper problem: in a weakened media system, even obvious falsehoods can pass without challenge if the incentives to push back have eroded. In this case, the issue is not only one interview, but the wider environment in which professional scrutiny has been thinned out and bad information can travel with far less resistance than it once did.
That matters because Canada’s news landscape has been hollowed out for years. Black Press entered creditor protection in January 2024 before a sale brought Carpenter Media Group into co-ownership of more than 80 newspapers, while Postmedia, the country’s dominant English-language daily chain outside Toronto, remains majority controlled by U.S.-based hedge fund Chatham Asset Management. Canadian rules are meant to restrict foreign ownership, yet corporate structuring has allowed Postmedia to operate with roughly 98 per cent American ownership. At the same time, the chain has continued to cut newsroom jobs, reducing the number of reporters able to do the kind of hard-edged accountability work that keeps politicians honest.
The collapse is visible in hard numbers as well as corporate ownership charts. Since 2008, more than 600 local news outlets have shut down across hundreds of Canadian communities, according to the background material cited in Wilbur Turner’s piece. Print suffered its worst year on record in 2023, and private broadcasting did the same in 2024. Journalism education has also been squeezed: Langara College has suspended intake into one of British Columbia’s longest-running journalism programmes, a sign that the pipeline into the profession is narrowing just as the need for trained reporters grows.
In the Okanagan, the consequences have been especially stark. CHBC ended its locally produced newscast in August 2024 after Corus Entertainment cut staff and closed the Kelowna studio. What now airs as Global Okanagan is produced and anchored in Vancouver, and former CHBC broadcaster and Kelowna city councillor Mohini Singh has publicly documented a stream of errors, including local place names being mangled on air. The branding remains local, but the reporting no longer is.
That vacuum has been filled by two very different groups. One is a class of partisan content creators, whose business model depends on outrage, grievance and certainty. At the Conservative Party’s national convention in Calgary in January, such creators were given "content creator" passes equivalent to press credentials while some accredited journalists were turned away, a choice that underscored how political parties can reward voices that flatter them and sideline those that challenge them. The Canadian Association of Journalists has warned that this fits a broader international pattern in which politicians cast reporters as elites while boosting friendlier messengers.
The other group is made up of independent journalists and writers who have moved outside traditional newsrooms because those institutions no longer provide the conditions for sustained reporting. Their audience has grown as readers look for longer, better sourced work than many consolidated outlets can now produce. Turner’s argument is that this is not the same as influencer culture: point of view is not the problem, he writes, but discipline, verification and accountability are. That distinction matters, because lumping serious independent work in with partisan commentary helps those who want to discredit the whole idea of journalism.
The broader risk is that volume is increasingly mistaken for credibility. Social platforms reward speed, repetition and emotional charge, while falsehoods spread more easily in a fragmented information market. AFP fact-checkers have previously debunked a false claim involving Anaida Poilievre and a COVID-19 testing company, a reminder that misinformation around the Conservative leader’s orbit has already circulated widely online. CTV itself has also faced criticism over its treatment of Poilievre, including an internal case in which two journalists were dismissed after the network said they had manipulated footage, as well as a separate row over a misleading broadcast and apology. Against that background, the reluctance to challenge a politician in real time looks less like an isolated lapse than part of a larger deterioration in journalistic confidence and public trust.
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