Time names Alphabet as a leading force in AI-driven business transformation in 2026
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TIME has named Alphabet one of the world's most influential companies of 2026, a recognition that reflects how firmly the Google parent has moved from a business defined by search and advertising into one increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence. According to TIME, the company’s leadership in AI helped secure its place on the annual list, with chief executive Sundar Pichai among the executives highlighted.
That position is the product of a strategy Alphabet set in motion years ago. The company signalled in 2016 that it intended to become an AI-first organisation, but its efforts initially looked uneven as rivals captured public attention and accelerated consumer-facing breakthroughs. The turning point came when Alphabet brought together major research operations, including Google Brain and DeepMind, creating the foundations for Gemini, its unified AI platform now woven through Search, Android, Chrome, Google Cloud and Workspace.
Gemini’s reach has grown quickly. The app now has hundreds of millions of monthly active users, while AI features embedded in Google Search are serving billions of people each month, giving Alphabet a scale few competitors can match. Successive updates to Gemini have also improved performance and usability, helping broaden adoption across consumer and enterprise products.
The company’s commercial results have moved in step with that shift. Alphabet reported revenue above $400 billion for the first time, and recent quarterly numbers point to continued growth, including a strong contribution from Google Cloud. A separate report on the company’s first-quarter 2026 performance said revenue reached $109.9 billion, up 22% year on year, with AI integration cited as a key driver. That momentum has helped push Alphabet’s valuation to close to $4 trillion, cementing its status as one of the most valuable technology groups in the world.
TIME has previously recognised Alphabet for its scale and technical reach. In 2022, the magazine pointed to nearly doubled annual revenue and the company’s use of AI in products such as Maps and Flights, underscoring how the technology had already become central to its offering. This year’s ranking suggests that AI is no longer just one part of Alphabet’s business story; it is becoming the story itself.
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