YouTube expands AI likeness detection to include musicians, athletes, and creators to combat deepfake threats
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YouTube is widening access to its likeness detection system, giving far more public-facing figures a way to spot AI-generated impersonations of themselves and ask for the material to be removed. According to reports from The Hollywood Reporter and TechCrunch, the feature now reaches actors, athletes, musicians and creators, even if they do not run a YouTube channel.
The move builds on a pilot that began in September 2024 and initially covered a much narrower group, including selected creators, government officials, journalists and political candidates. TechCrunch reported earlier this year that YouTube had already started extending the system to politicians, public officials and journalists, reflecting growing anxiety about synthetic media being used to mislead audiences or damage reputations.
At its core, the tool lets eligible users upload facial images so YouTube can compare them with videos posted on the platform. The company also relies on face scans and government identification as part of the verification process, and it can alert users when their image appears in another upload. That gives people a chance to challenge misleading content, while still leaving room for harmless AI-generated parody or fan-made material that does not infringe on rights.
The broader rollout underlines how quickly deepfake concerns have moved from a niche issue to a mainstream trust and safety problem. As TechCrunch noted, YouTube has been positioning the system as a kind of likeness equivalent to Content ID, its long-running copyright tool, while also backing legislative efforts such as the NO FAKES Act. The company has acknowledged that as AI tools improve, fabricated personas are likely to become more convincing and harder to police.
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