BBC removes controversial Gaza documentary over concerns about narrator's background
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The BBC has removed a documentary titled Gaza: How To Survive A Warzone from its iPlayer platform amid ongoing scrutiny regarding its content and the background of its narrator. The film, which aired for the first time on BBC Two on Monday at 9pm, features a child narrator, Abdullah Al-Yazouri, whose father, Ayman Alyazouri, has been identified as the deputy minister of agriculture for Hamas.
The broadcaster issued an apology after it was revealed that Abdullah is the son of a prominent figure within the Hamas administration, prompting concerns regarding the documentary's impartiality. In response to these revelations, the BBC has added a disclaimer to the programme and is currently conducting "further due diligence with the production company," Hoyo Films, which is based in London. As a result, the documentary has been taken down from the iPlayer platform while this review is undertaken.
The controversy surrounding the documentary has intensified with additional claims of other children appearing alongside Hamas militants in the film, raising questions about the overall message and representation of the conflict. The BBC has addressed these concerns on its clarifications and corrections page, stating that the documentary is intended to tell the important stories of children living in Gaza. "Gaza: How To Survive A Warzone features important stories we think should be told – those of the experiences of children in Gaza," the broadcaster noted.
Since the onset of hostilities in October 2023, following attacks by Hamas on festivalgoers and Israeli settlers, the Gaza Health Ministry has reported over 48,000 Palestinian deaths. Currently, Hamas is in the process of releasing hostages to Israel as part of a ceasefire agreement.
The documentary has faced criticism not only for its content but also for perceived attempts to hinder Palestinian narratives. The International Centre of Justice for Palestinians has spoken against the backlash faced by Hoyo Films and the BBC, asserting that the criticism underscores a broader trend of dismissing Palestinian perspectives. In a statement, the organisation said, “For some, almost any Palestinian perspective appears to be deemed unacceptable,” adding that Abdullah’s father’s government position does not diminish the validity of his lived experience.
As the BBC navigates the implications of these findings, the fate of Gaza: How To Survive A Warzone remains uncertain, with discussions ongoing about its availability and potential impact on public discourse regarding the situation in Gaza.
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