Elton John and Simon Cowell rally against copyright changes impacting UK artists
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Sir Elton John and Simon Cowell have raised their voices against proposed changes to copyright regulations that could significantly impact the UK’s creative sector. Their call for action comes amidst concerns that new rules allowing corporations to utilise online content for artificial intelligence applications without compensating original creators could undermine the creative arts in the country.
Currently under discussion, the government’s proposals would shift the burden of protection onto creators, requiring them to actively opt out if they do not wish for their work to be used by AI systems. This has sparked considerable discontent among prominent figures in the artistic community.
In a statement, Sir Elton John emphasised the significance of the UK’s creative industries, labelling them the “envy of the world.” He shared his worries that the suggested copyright adjustments could jeopardise this status. “We only achieved that success with the backing of our long-standing copyright protection – the world’s gold standard,” he stated, speaking to the Daily Mail. He further noted that the creative sector not only contributes to the nation’s cultural identity but also generates substantial employment and economic growth. “The music community has always been quick to adopt new technologies… but adoption of this copyright exception would destroy the UK’s leadership that has been hard won, and what’s worse, it would give it all away. For nothing,” he added.
Simon Cowell, the mastermind behind the X Factor franchise, echoed these sentiments, underscoring the idea that inadequate regulation of AI could lead to the marginalisation of artists and professionals in the background. In his remarks published in the Mail, Cowell expressed concern over the potential disenfranchisement of creative individuals. “The thought that anyone would believe they have the right to blindly give this country’s creative ideas away – for nothing – is just wrong,” he asserted. He further emphasised the importance of protecting the work of those who create with passion: “Anyone who is able to create something they passionately care about deserves to have their work protected.”
The campaign has also garnered the support of other notable figures in the arts, including singer-songwriter Joan Armatrading, Bafta-winning composer Nick Foster, and author Kate Mosse. Mosse highlighted the importance of fair compensation for artists in relation to the advancing capabilities of AI. While recognising the “possibilities” that AI presents, she declared that ensuring tech companies remunerate artists for their work is “a matter of principle, of fairness.” She advocates for an opt-in system where AI companies must seek permission and offer payment for the use of original content.
In December, Sir Keir Starmer, Leader of the Labour Party, acknowledged the significance of the UK’s creative industries and noted that the government was consulting on relevant proposals. “I think we need to get the balance right, but I also think we have a huge opportunity,” he stated, referencing the potential for growth and innovation in the sector.
As discussions continue, the outcome of these proposals remains critical for the future of creative professionals in the UK, as they navigate the intersection of technology and traditional artistic practices.
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