Formula One faces backlash at season launch event
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At the recent season launch event held at the O2 Arena in London, Formula One faced backlash as reigning world champion Max Verstappen and Red Bull team principal Christian Horner were met with boos from some of the approximately 15,000 fans in attendance. The incident, which has been described as "tribalist" behaviour, occurred earlier this week as the new F1 season was officially unveiled.
In response to the negative reception directed at Verstappen and Horner, the FIA (Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile) released a statement condemning the crowd's reaction. An FIA spokesperson commented on the situation, saying, “Great rivalries throughout the history of motorsport have contributed to making it such an exciting experience for fans. But what underpins sport at all levels is a culture of respect. As such, it was disappointing to hear the crowd’s tribalist reaction to FIA Formula One World Champion Max Verstappen and his Red Bull Team Principal and CEO Christian Horner, at the F1 launch in London.”
The spokesperson went on to emphasise the significant contributions both Verstappen and Horner have made to the sport, indicating that the focus should remain on their achievements as the season progresses. Additionally, the FIA highlighted its commitment to addressing issues of online abuse through initiatives like the "United Against Online Abuse" campaign, urging the sporting community to reflect on the impact of their actions in both online and offline contexts.
Following the incidents during the launch event, it is expected that this matter will be addressed at the upcoming World Motor Sport Council meeting scheduled for next week. As the F1 testing kicks off in Bahrain on Wednesday, teams and drivers are preparing for the season opener set to take place in Melbourne on 16 March.
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