Liz Truss addresses Ukraine conflict and free speech concerns at CPAC
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Liz Truss, the former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, recently shared her perspectives on the ongoing conflict in Ukraine and broader European free speech issues during her appearance at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) held in National Harbor, Maryland, on 20 February 2025. Truss, who served for a notably brief period of 49 days, expressed her disapproval of former U.S. President Donald Trump's label of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky as a "dictator." 
Speaking to DailyMail.com, Truss emphasised that the primary instigator of the war is Russian President Vladimir Putin. "My view, and obviously I was involved as Foreign Secretary when this war started, is it was Putin that started the war," she stated. Truss conveyed concern over Trump's remarks, asserting that it is essential for the world not to perceive Russia as emerging positively from the conflict, as it might provoke further hostilities. 
Truss articulated, "What I worry about is that Russia can't be seen to benefit from this war which they perpetrated, because it will only encourage further aggression in the future." She went on to highlight the broader implications of Putin’s expansionist ambitions, which she noted potentially threaten countries beyond Ukraine.
The timing of her comments coincided with increasing tensions between Trump and Zelensky. Trump took to his Truth Social platform to criticise Zelensky, referring to him as "a dictator without elections" and advising that he must act quickly to preserve his nation. Zelensky retaliated by accusing Trump of being influenced by "disinformation," while Republican Vice President JD Vance warned Zelensky against disparaging Trump during an exclusive interview with DailyMail.com.
During her address at the CPAC, Truss called for a re-evaluation of free speech laws in the United Kingdom, highlighting what she perceives as a "deep state" culture that undermines democratic processes. She stated, "I believe in free speech. I believe in the free press," and announced plans to launch a new media venture aimed at promoting free speech.
Vance echoed Truss’s sentiments about the threats to free expression within Europe. He cautioned European leaders during his speech, asserting that strict censorship could erode the shared values that bind the U.S. and its European allies. "You do not have shared values if you're jailing people for saying we should close down our border," he remarked, referencing a growing number of cases in Britain related to online speech crimes, which have surged since the implementation of the Online Safety Act in 2023.
Additionally, Truss provided insight into the upcoming meeting between current Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Trump, advising that Starmer should focus on strengthening the transatlantic relationship rather than pursuing "dangerous" negotiations with China. "I believe a trade deal could be done with the United States," Truss noted, reflecting on her experiences as trade secretary during Trump’s previous term. 
In conclusion, Truss synthesised her views on the importance of addressing both the geopolitical ramifications of the Ukraine conflict and the implications of free speech regulation in the UK and Europe. This dual focus reflects her commitment to shaping ongoing discussions surrounding these critical issues.
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