Antiques expert Hugo Morley-Fletcher's family heirlooms to be auctioned
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Family heirlooms and artworks traced by the late Antiques Roadshow expert Hugo David Montagu Morley-Fletcher are set to be sold at auction, with events scheduled in March. Morley-Fletcher, a notable figure in the world of antiques, was born in 1940 at Yester House, a stately home in East Lothian. The estate was in the possession of the Hay family, later the Marquesses of Tweeddale, from the 15th century until the late 1960s.
The connection to Yester House profoundly influenced Morley-Fletcher’s career as a specialist in ceramics and antiques. Following the death of his grandfather, the 11th Marquess of Tweeddale, the estate was sold off in the late 1960s, leading to the dispersal of its contents. Morley-Fletcher dedicated his later career to repurchasing these heirlooms and assembling a collection that included pieces such as Old Master paintings, ceramics, and family portraits.
As revealed by Wales Online, the upcoming auction will feature six centuries of family heirlooms collected by Morley-Fletcher, scheduled to take place at Roseberys. The Old Master, British and European pictures sale will occur on March 12, and the ceramics will be included in an earlier fine and decorative sale on March 11. Among the items is a significant portrait attributed to the Dutch painter Adam de Colone, depicting John Hay, the 8th Lord Hay of Yester, which has an estimated value of £2,000 to £3,000.
In addition, a notable Meissen porcelain lobed dessert-plate from 1735, documented in Morley-Fletcher’s book, Meissen Porcelain In Colour, will also be up for auction. This plate, featuring two chinoiserie figures set against a seashore backdrop, falls into the “Earl of Jersey type,” a style associated with the Villiers family, with expected bids between £1,500 and £2,000.
Dominic Simpson, a long-time colleague of Morley-Fletcher at Christie’s, praised him, stating, “Hugo had a natural eye for art, frequently cutting straight to the key points of an object.” He noted that Morley-Fletcher’s expertise extended to various art forms beyond ceramics, underscoring his ability to recognise exceptional pieces amidst a multitude of artworks.
Lara L’vov-Basirov, head of Old Master, British and European pictures at Roseberys, commented on the collection, stating, “The collection of Hugo Morley-Fletcher reflects a lifetime of collecting and connoisseurship from a true polymath.” She highlighted the diversity of the items included, showcasing both beautiful portraits and rare porcelain.
Anna Evans, who serves as the associate director and head of furniture and works of art, elaborated on Morley-Fletcher’s influence in the ceramics landscape, indicating that his collection presents a significant opportunity for collectors. She noted the representation of major European porcelain manufacturers within the collection, illustrating Morley-Fletcher's expansive and educated tastes in the world of antiques.
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