Holt Community Centre faces backlash over cancellation of Reform UK meeting

[image: ]
Holt Community Centre has found itself at the centre of a controversy following the abrupt cancellation of a meeting booked by the North Norfolk branch of Reform UK, a political party led by Nigel Farage. The event, which was scheduled to take place on Sunday, was called off just hours before it was set to begin, sparking outrage among members of the reform group who alleged that the cancellation was executed without explanation.
Initially, the executive committee of the Holt Community Centre (HCC) did not respond to inquiries regarding the reasons behind the cancellation. However, they later issued a statement clarifying their position. The committee announced: "As a registered charity and local community centre, we need to be seen to be independent, non-party political and non-sectarian. We, therefore, do not hire out meeting space for political party meetings. In this instance, the fact that this was a political party meeting was not declared on the original booking form and when this fact came to light the event had to be cancelled. All political parties are treated in the same way."
While asserting their non-political stance, the HCC has previously hosted meetings for political organisations, including the UK Independence Party, where Nigel Farage himself had been an attendee. This raises questions about the criteria behind the centre’s policy regarding political events.
The controversy surrounding the event’s cancellation has led to a broader discussion about political discourse within the community, as well as the treatment of specific political figures and their parties in public venues. Nigel Farage, reflecting on the cancellation, suggested that it may signal a growing backlash against Reform UK, citing instances of intimidation faced by venues hosting events for his party. 
In light of this incident, the HCC has been pressed to provide information on any changes made to its policies concerning political meetings, as well as details on what vetting procedures will be implemented in the future to prevent similar occurrences. As of now, the community centre has not provided further clarification regarding these inquiries.
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