Protester scales Big Ben in dramatic incident
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Emergency services responded to a significant incident at the Palace of Westminster in London early on Saturday, March 8, 2025, when a man was seen scaling the Elizabeth Tower, which houses the iconic Big Ben. The Metropolitan Police received reports of the incident at 7:24 am, prompting a swift response from multiple agencies.
The protester, who appeared barefoot and carried a Palestinian flag, was captured in videos shared on social media while standing on a ledge several metres above ground. Eyewitness footage reveals him engaging with individuals on a cherry picker raised by the London Fire Brigade, who were attempting to communicate with him. The interactions included a conversation with a woman dressed in plain clothes, who urged him to come down, saying, "At some point you have to come down, how long do you think you are going to be there?" She also referenced his message, stating, "your message was to say 'Free Palestine'."
In a concerning detail, a large red stain resembling blood was observed on the tower around the protester's feet, raising questions about the circumstances of his ascent and safety.
Police cordoned off the area surrounding Bridge Street, adjacent to Westminster Bridge, to facilitate the operation of emergency services. The London Fire Brigade described their involvement, stating that crews from four local fire stations—Lambeth, Chelsea, Soho, and Islington—had been deployed to respond to the situation.
As part of the efforts to bring the incident to a safe conclusion, at around 10 am, emergency personnel were raised to the protester’s level using an aerial ladder platform. The presence of at least nine emergency service vehicles lined the street, with a crowd gathered a safe distance away, observing the unfolding situation.
The protester’s actions come amidst a backdrop of rising tensions related to the Palestinian cause, as highlighted by statements from Palestine Action. In a separate incident, this group claimed responsibility for vandalising Donald Trump's Turnberry golf course in Scotland, stating, "Gaza is not for sale" in a protest against comments made by the US President regarding the region.
As the situation at the Palace of Westminster continues to develop, authorities are closely monitoring the scene with an emphasis on ensuring the safety of all involved. Further updates on this developing story are expected as emergency services work to resolve the incident.
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