UEFA launches investigation into Real Madrid players' celebrations
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UEFA has initiated an investigation into the conduct of several Real Madrid players following their recent match against Atletico Madrid in the UEFA Champions League round of 16. This investigation primarily concerns the celebrations of Antonio Rüdiger, Kylian Mbappé, Dani Ceballos, and Vinicius Jr., which have been alleged to constitute 'indecent conduct'.
The incident occurred during the second leg of the tie on March 12, 2025, at the Metropolitano Stadium, where Real Madrid secured their advancement to the quarter-finals by triumphing over their city rivals in a penalty shootout after a tense match. The outcome of the investigation has the potential to influence the availability of these players for the upcoming quarter-final matches against Arsenal, which are critical for Real Madrid as they continue their pursuit of silverware this season.
Particular focus has been placed on specific gestures made by the players. Antonio Rüdiger's conduct, involving a gesture where he reportedly put his hand around his neck, and Kylian Mbappé's alleged act of touching his genitals, are central to the ongoing scrutiny. Vinicius Jr.'s interactions with the Atletico Madrid crowd both before and after the match are also under investigation.
In an official statement from UEFA, it was announced that a dedicated ethics and disciplinary inspector has been appointed to oversee the investigation into these allegations. The statement elaborated, “Further information regarding this matter will be made available in due course.”
As the situation develops, Real Madrid and their players await the findings of UEFA, which could have significant implications for the club's performance in the latter stages of the Champions League.
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