Urban explorer uncovers hidden treasures in abandoned UK bank

[image: ]
An urban explorer, known on social media as The Bearded Explorer, has uncovered surprising remnants inside an abandoned bank in the UK, which he was permitted to explore. Colin Smith, who boasts a following of 91,000 on TikTok, shared his discovery through a series of videos that highlighted the intriguing elements left behind in the derelict building.
Smith revealed that the site had been sold to developers several years ago, but no further development had taken place. He expressed his surprise at the condition of the premises, suggesting, "I can only imagine that the key was lost and they never bothered to look for it. Absolutely crazy!"
Upon entering the three-storey structure, Smith had heard reports of an existing vault, which heightened his interest. He described the former reception area as being almost bare, save for a blue carpet, and noted the fading outlines where ATM machines once stood. He pointed out large, heavy chains on the floor – remnants of security measures that were presumably implemented to protect the machines from theft.
During his exploration, Smith located the vault, characterised by its thick, solid door. He expressed his astonishment at its construction, stating, "God, look at that door. Look how thick it is. That is crazy and it's absolutely solid." However, he also observed that a door next to the vault appeared to have been forced open under unknown circumstances.
The bewilderment continued as Smith ventured into a dark, padlocked room cluttered with paperwork. His most shocking find was an open cabinet revealing sealed bags of £20 notes, along with a crumpled £10 note and even a roll of toilet paper. In disbelief, he exclaimed, "You're kidding me - they have actually left money in the safe. That is absolutely crazy - I cannot believe it." He speculated on the possibility that, despite the sale of the building, the previous owner may be aware of the cash but unable to access it due to the locked door.
Smith noted that the room’s security potentially included an active alarm system, as he observed electrical wiring around the door. He added, "The power is still on. Well, there you go, I never expected to see money in there."
Earlier this month, Colin Smith also explored another abandoned site, the former British Forces Maintenance Area West of the Rhine, which he found to be extensive and largely unprepared for during his initial visit. He has expressed intentions to return to this location to continue his explorations, including visits to the main hospital and other facilities nearby.
The unexpected discoveries within the old bank have sparked interest among his followers, contributing to the intrigue surrounding urban exploration and the remnants of spaces that once held significance.
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