Protest against Elon Musk highlights concerns over democracy
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A peaceful protest took place outside the Tesla showroom at Cribbs Causeway in Bristol on Saturday, March 29, as demonstrators gathered to voice their concerns regarding Elon Musk and his influence on American democracy. Approximately 20 individuals were present, bearing banners with messages such as 'Honk if you hate Elon' and 'Don't buy a Swasticar.' They distributed flyers to passers-by, elaborating on the reasons for their demonstration.
The protest was organised by a group called Americans For Action, which comprises American immigrants and other residents based in Bristol who have expressed alarm over what they describe as an ongoing coup in the United States. This event was part of the broader TeslaTakedown movement that aimed to highlight perceived injustices linked to the car manufacturer by encouraging people globally to sell their Teslas, divest from Tesla stock, and boycott Tesla charging stations.
Concerns about the financial performance of Tesla are evident, as reported stock values have been declining in recent months, which some protesters believe may be in response to such demonstrations.
One American protester, reflecting on their experiences since moving to Bristol during the Trump administration, stated: "This second time around is even more terrifying as he and Musk work to destroy the American government and our democracy. We have to stop them, and this protest is one way to do that." They further argued that "Billionaires like Musk are attacking our democracy," emphasising the need for active resistance to their actions.
Support for the protest extended beyond the immediate group, with local residents joining in and expressing solidarity. The steering committee of Bristol Stand Up to Racism articulated their backing, stating, "Elon Musk, with his Nazi salute and support for mass deportations from the US, as well as his onslaught on the civic right to protest and trans rights, has become an international champion of the far-right politics of hate and division.” They underscored the urgency of a collective response to combat racism and Islamophobia, particularly in events linked to the discourse in the UK.
The demonstration at Cribbs Causeway follows a pattern of coordinated protests against Musk and Tesla globally, indicating a significant level of discontent with the business magnate's influence and actions. As the protest unfolded, it became clear that the sentiments expressed by the demonstrators reflected a broader political disquiet that resonates with many individuals both in the United States and abroad.
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