Jack Thorne and Jo Johnson meet Sir Keir Starmer to discuss online influences on youth
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Co-writer and producer of the Netflix drama "Adolescence," Jack Thorne, along with producer Jo Johnson, recently met with Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer at Downing Street to address the pressing issue of online influences on young people. The meeting took place as the series garnered attention for its intense portrayal of a 13-year-old boy accused of murder and its exploration of social media's impact on youth. 
In his remarks, Sir Keir Starmer characterised "Adolescence" as "at times harrowing," noting that the show acts as "a torch that shines intensely brightly on a combination of issues that many people don't know how to respond to." The drama has not only risen to become the first streaming show to top the UK weekly TV ratings but also sparked a national conversation about the effects of social media, including the influence of "manosphere" figures.
The Prime Minister welcomed Netflix's announcement that they would make the series available for free screening in schools, calling it "an important initiative to encourage as many pupils as possible to watch the show." This move aligns with a broader dialogue on how educational institutions can better address the challenges posed by digital media.
During the discussion, Thorne emphasised the need for significant intervention, urging the government to consider "radical" measures. He specifically advocated for a ban on smartphones in schools and proposed the establishment of a "digital age of consent," which mirrors a recent Australian law that prohibits children under 16 from using social media platforms.
Starmer, engaging with the concerns raised by Thorne and Johnson, spoke candidly about the challenges parents face, stating that the show "instantly contacts with the fears and worries, not just of young people… but also frankly the fears and worries of parents and adults across the country." He acknowledged the complexity of the issues presented, indicating that there is no straightforward answer or single policy to address them. Rather, he suggested that the challenges are deeply ingrained in the culture.
The Prime Minister pointed out the “devastating effect of misogyny on our society," as well as the "dangers of online radicalisation." He noted the isolation many young people experience, often spending time alone in their bedrooms, which heightens their vulnerability to negative online influences.
Overall, the meeting at Downing Street showcased a collaborative effort to explore potential solutions to the significant challenges presented by modern media consumption among youth, marking a crucial step in the ongoing dialogue around digital safety and mental health.
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