Pickpocket uses dance moves to steal in Birmingham city centre
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A peculiar series of thefts in Birmingham city centre has culminated in the arrest and jailing of a 27-year-old man, Anis Bardich, who employed an unusual set of dance moves as part of his pickpocketing strategy. CCTV footage captured Bardich engaging in bizarre antics to distract unsuspecting victims while he pilfered their valuables.
Bardich approached individuals, initiating interactions that included physical contact, such as grabbing their hands. He would then wrap his leg around their legs and perform a jig-like dance to obfuscate his true intentions. This distracting display allowed him to steal wallets, bank cards, and mobile phones without the victims realising what was happening until it was too late. After committing the thefts, Bardich would casually walk away in the opposite direction.
The incidents occurred over a span of several weeks during July and August 2024, when Bardich targeted four individuals in the bustling heart of Birmingham. Following a series of reported thefts, officers from West Midlands Police’s Operation Taurus conducted an extensive investigation, reviewing CCTV footage to identify the suspect. They noted a specific pattern in the thefts, enabling them to recognise Bardich through facial recognition technology.
Bardich was subsequently charged with four counts of theft and four counts of fraud by false representation. At his trial on March 27 at Birmingham Magistrates’ Court, he received a sentence of 24 weeks in prison and was ordered to pay a total of £2,240 in compensation to the victims.
PC Amy O’Connor, a member of the Operation Taurus team, remarked on the matter, stating, “As you can see from the video clip, pickpockets adopt various tricks and tactics to steal people’s property. I would encourage everyone to be on the lookout for these techniques so that they can keep their belongings safe.” 
The West Midlands Police have emphasised the long-lasting impact of pickpocketing on victims and reiterated their commitment to identifying and apprehending those responsible for such crimes. They also provided guidance on safeguarding personal belongings while in public spaces. Despite the challenges posed by such thefts, the police noted a 56 per cent decrease in theft from the person offences in Birmingham city centre since 2023, attributing this success to dedicated operations like Operation Taurus.
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