Artists raise concerns over AI-generated toy images and their impact

[image: ]
Artists and creatives are voicing concerns over the increasing use of artificial intelligence (AI) to produce "starter pack" images of people depicted as toys. This trend, which has seen thousands of individuals uploading their photos since early April to generate doll-like representations of themselves, is prompting worries about potential impacts on both the creative community and broader considerations such as environmental effects and privacy.
Nick Lavellee, a specialist who has crafted custom action figures for six years, expressed his apprehension to the BBC regarding the effect this AI trend might have on his profession. He highlighted the saturation of AI-generated images on social media platforms and its potential to undermine traditional artistic expression. Speaking to the BBC, Lavellee stated, "People are sick of them. It's an artistic aesthetic – AI-generated art diminishes that."
In addition to the perceived threat to livelihoods within the creative industries, concerns have been raised about the environmental costs associated with the AI processes, as well as the personal data risks involved when individuals share photographs for AI transformation. These issues are contributing to ongoing debates within the artistic and technological communities as the utilisation of AI in creative domains continues to expand.
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