British tourists warned as anti-tourism protests set to resume in Canary Islands
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British tourists planning holidays to the Canary Islands have been issued a warning due to the resurgence of anti-tourism protests at popular holiday destinations within the region. These demonstrations, organised by the group Canarias tiene un límite (Canaries has a limit), are set to recommence as the tourist season gains momentum.
The protests are scheduled to begin on 18 May at 11am, starting at Plaza Weyler in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, the capital of the island. In a statement, the group called on residents across the islands to unite against what they describe as an economic model that is pushing the Canary Islands to the brink. They expressed frustration that prior demonstrations have failed to prompt meaningful action from authorities, stating: "This cry, which reflects the feelings of a people tired of being ignored and mistreated, will be the beginning of a new stage of struggle: firmer, more direct, more uncomfortable for those who refuse to listen to us and take real measures."
The protesters have highlighted several concerns linked to mass tourism, including its impact on housing availability, environmental degradation, infrastructure strain particularly on roads, and disruptions to the local peace and tranquillity. The group also criticised the Canary government for failing to implement promised changes despite ongoing complaints.
Further, in their latest communication, Canarias tiene un límite emphasised that the islands should not be treated merely as "picture-postcard backdrops for the enjoyment of a few." They identified themselves as spokespersons for those opposing what they termed "false progress" that justifies precarious living and environmental harm. The group also pledged support for hospitality sector workers who have been striking recently, noting: "On May 18th, we will also take to the streets to denounce the precarious conditions in which our colleagues in the tourism sector work. Our full support to those who, yesterday and today, are demonstrating to improve their working conditions and those of those who come after them."
In addition to the planned anti-tourism protests, Tenerife experienced a hospitality sector strike over the Easter weekend. Thousands of hospitality staff, including cleaners, entertainers, and restaurant workers, took part in a two-day work stoppage demanding better pay and working conditions. The strike concluded without an agreement, though negotiations are expected to resume shortly.
These protests are part of a broader pattern seen in other Spanish cities such as Barcelona and Madrid, which experienced similar anti-tourism demonstrations during the previous summer. The ongoing unrest reflects local communities' growing unease with the negative consequences of tourism despite the economic benefits it brings.
The Daily Star is reporting that British visitors are advised to remain vigilant and stay informed about potential disruptions due to these protests when planning their trips to the Canary Islands this summer.
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