Toon Underground parade brings puppetry and creativity to Exhibition Park
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Exhibition Park in Newcastle came alive on Saturday afternoon as around 100 participants took part in the 'Toon Underground' parade, a vibrant celebration of local puppetry and artistic creativity. The event, originally planned for Northumberland Street, was relocated to the park due to ongoing roadworks in the city centre.
Organised by Moving Parts Arts, the parade is a community-driven initiative designed to highlight the talents of local artists while focusing on a theme that delves into the often unseen and undiscovered areas of Newcastle. According to their website, the parade "explores the unseen and undiscovered places of Newcastle, its hidden nature and eco-system, and the ways in which we connect."
Attendees were treated to an imaginative display that included a diverse array of puppets, featuring a unique blend of burrowing woodland creatures and fantastical earthy beings. These creations were set against a backdrop of toe-tapping live music, creating an engaging and immersive experience for visitors of all ages.
A major highlight of the event was the prominent inclusion of the new Tyne and Wear Metro train, represented by an impressive 15-metre-long puppet that took centre stage in the parade. Sarah McCourt, Head of Communications and Marketing at Nexus, which operates the Metro service, expressed enthusiasm about the collaboration. Speaking to ChronicleLive, she said: "We were delighted to see our new Metro train feature so prominently in this year’s Newcastle Puppetry Festival, which is a fantastically visual event for the city."
The parade at Exhibition Park offered both residents and visitors an opportunity to enjoy community spirit, innovative artistry, and a celebration of Newcastle’s unique character and environment. The event once again underscored the city’s commitment to supporting cultural events that bring people together through creative expression.
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