Mortician in Austin investigated over alleged experimental procedures on corpses
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Adeline Ngan-Binh Bui, a 50-year-old mortician and owner of Capital Mortuary Services in Austin, Texas, is currently under investigation following serious allegations of conducting experimental procedures on dead bodies in her care. The investigation began after concerns were raised by a former employee and prompted the Texas Funeral Service Commission to contact Austin Police’s Homicide Unit.
Police executed a search warrant at Bui’s mortuary on 10 April, during which they discovered power tools covered in human remains and took photographs of severed arms in various stages of decomposition. It is alleged that Bui ordered staff to remove the limbs of corpses to conduct experiments as part of the embalming process. According to a probable cause arrest affidavit obtained by NBC affiliate KXAN, these experiments included injecting formaldehyde into severed arms to observe the effects over time and then leaving the arms in the crematory, where they were subsequently cremated.
The affidavit reports that at least 15 bodies were involved in these experimental procedures. Additionally, concerns have been raised that Bui fraudulently initiated and obtained death certificates under the name of a former embalmer who was unaware of this activity. During the police search, Bui reportedly admitted to using the embalmer’s name on death certificates without his knowledge.
Bui has been charged with Abuse of Corpse Without Legal Authority and Tampering with Government Records. She voluntarily surrendered to Travis County Jail and was released on bail on a $27,000 (£20,000) bond while investigations continue.
Jessica Huynh, Bui’s attorney from Smith and Vinson Law Firm, emphasised the importance of due process and the presumption of innocence. Speaking to the Mirror, Huynh said: "Our criminal justice system is based on the presumption of innocence and a careful, critical evaluation of the evidence, facts, and their sources. This case involves complexities that are not immediately apparent and should not be sensationalised. Our legal team remains fully committed to defending and advocating for our client… with the expectation of fairness and due process.”
MedtoMarket, a company that had contracted with Capital Mortuary Services for transportation and cremation services, denied any involvement in the experiments. However, they acknowledged being aware that severed arms had been removed and embalmed in an experiment to determine how long they could be preserved.
The investigation into this case is ongoing as authorities seek to clarify the full extent and legality of the practices conducted at Capital Mortuary Services.
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