Artist Stuart Semple launches YOLO paint inspired by unseen colour Olo
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British multidisciplinary artist Stuart Semple has introduced a new acrylic paint named YOLO, engineered to capture the essence of a colour that has traditionally remained beyond human perception. This vibrant blue-green paint draws from a recently documented hue known as "Olo," which was identified by researchers at the University of California, Berkeley.
The colour Olo is unique in that it is only visible under stringent experimental conditions, created by using lasers to selectively stimulate one type of cone cell in the retina. Because of these specialised circumstances, very few individuals have been able to witness this colour firsthand. Semple’s YOLO paint aims to synthesise this unseeable colour experience in a tangible form accessible to artists around the world.
Speaking to Trend Hunter, Semple explained the nature of his new creation: "Whilst YOLO isn’t exactly the same as firing a laser into your eyeball, the experience of the colour is as close as you’ll ever get with a paint." He elaborated that the paint’s formulation, which includes a precise mix of high-frequency pigments and brighteners, is specifically designed to stimulate particular visual wavelengths, thereby approximating the novel sensory experience produced by the original colour.
This development forms part of broader trends identified by Trend Hunter, including the use of high-frequency pigmentation to extend the visible colour spectrum in art supplies, the synthesis of previously unseeable colour experiences for artistic exploration, and the expansion of human colour perception through new scientific insights.
The innovation has notable implications across several industries. In the art supplies sector, it introduces a new frontier in colour vibrancy and uniqueness, offering artists innovative tools to explore. Optical research related to this work hints at future advances that could lead to products embedding experiential colour qualities not previously attainable. Furthermore, the design and fashion industries could leverage these cutting-edge colour technologies to create aesthetic effects with dimensions hitherto seen as impossible.
Semple has previously gained recognition for developing pigments such as The World’s Blackest Black and The Pinkest Pink, and his latest offering continues his exploration of the boundaries of colour perception and artistic expression.
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