Ongoing Gaza blockade deepens humanitarian crisis amid US political and media tensions
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The Guardian is reporting on the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza, highlighting the ongoing and deliberate starvation of approximately two million people, half of whom are children. The blockade has persisted for nearly two months, preventing the entry of essential supplies such as food, water, and medicine into the region. Aid organisations have described the situation as “the worst humanitarian crisis in the 18 months” since the conflict began, pointing to widespread malnutrition among children, with severe long-term impacts expected.
The blockage has been accompanied by a media blackout imposed by Israel, which has severely limited independent reporting from Gaza, making it difficult to fully assess the depth of the crisis as it unfolds. The situation has been further complicated by political developments in the United States, notably the appearance of Israeli far-right national security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir at a talk hosted by Shabtai, an organisation based at Yale University, though not officially affiliated with the institution.
Ben-Gvir, a controversial figure known for his extremist views, including advocating for the deportation of Arab citizens and having previous convictions related to incitement and support for terrorism, addressed attendees at the event. His visit to New Haven followed a dinner at former US President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort, where discussions reportedly included strategies to intensify pressure on Gaza by bombing food and aid depots. Ben-Gvir tweeted after the dinner, stating: “[Lawmakers] expressed support for my very clear position on how to act in Gaza and that the food and aid depots should be bombed in order to create military and political pressure to bring our hostages home safely.”
The Shabtai organisation, though independent, has strong ties to Yale through its founding figures, including Democratic Senator and Yale alumnus Cory Booker and New Haven rabbi Shmully Hecht. Hecht has expressed admiration for Ben-Gvir, adding to the controversy surrounding the invitation. Some members of Shabtai have resigned in protest over Hecht’s comments, yet Yale University has not issued a formal condemnation of Ben-Gvir’s visit. Concurrently, Yale has reportedly revoked official recognition of a pro-Palestinian student group, citing alleged involvement in protests against Ben-Gvir.
This situation reflects broader trends of suppression of pro-Palestinian voices within the United States. Activists have faced detention and deportation by immigration authorities, with recent FBI raids on homes of pro-Palestinian activists linked to protests at the University of Michigan. In addition, a planned performance by singer Kehlani at Cornell University was cancelled due to claims her support for Palestine had caused “division and discord.”
Social media platforms have also been scrutinised for limiting pro-Palestinian content. Leaked internal data from Meta, highlighted by Drop Site News, reveal a significant compliance with takedown requests issued by the Israeli government—94% compliance on posts critical of Israel or supportive of Palestinians since 7 October 2023.
Mainstream US cable news channels have been criticised for consistently excluding Palestinian voices from their coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict. An analysis by The Nation found that, over the course of a year’s coverage of the “Israel-Hamas war” on four major Sunday news shows, only one Palestinian or Palestinian-American was interviewed, while Israeli guests appeared twenty times alongside numerous pro-Israel American guests.
Attention within the US media has also been drawn to more symbolic incidents. For example, the Irish rap group Kneecap faced significant backlash after concluding their Coachella performance with the chant, “Fuck Israel, Free Palestine.” Fox News covered the story extensively, and Sharon Osbourne called for the revocation of the group’s US visas. Kneecap responded by stating, “Statements aren’t aggressive, murdering 20,000 children is though.”
The ongoing blockade and the complex political tensions around free speech and activism continue to shape the discourse related to Gaza and the wider Israel-Palestine conflict, as the humanitarian situation deteriorates.
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