The old money aesthetic: youth fashion’s embrace of inherited wealth and its social implications
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Fashion trends have long served as markers of cultural shifts, with each era reflecting distinct styles and social values. From the minimalist approach of the 1990s to the extravagant maximalism of the 2000s, fashion has continually evolved. In recent years, social media platforms, particularly TikTok, have emerged as powerful forces shaping the styles embraced by younger generations. Among these emerging trends, the "old money" aesthetic has gained significant traction among today’s teenagers, encapsulating a fascination with generational wealth and the lifestyle of the wealthy elite.
The "old money" trend, popularised across various social media channels, centres around emulating the appearance and lifestyle associated with inherited wealth. This includes a focus on luxury brands, classic fashion staples, opulent home décor, and upscale dining experiences. Its appeal lies in the portrayal of exclusivity and longstanding affluence, which resonates with many young people seeking distinct identities and aspirational images. However, the trend also raises questions about accessibility, as many elements of the aesthetic remain out of reach for a large portion of the population.
A report from The Berkeley High Jacket outlines the broader implications of this trend beyond its surface-level glamour. The publication notes that while some may view this aesthetic as merely a harmless style choice, the widespread portrayal of wealth often overlooks deeper societal issues. In particular, the old money aesthetic is criticised for idealising consumerism and perpetuating social and financial hierarchies that have historically been exclusionary.
A significant concern highlighted is the aesthetic’s tendency to glamorise wealth inherited through familial legacies, without addressing the systemic injustices often underpinning such privilege. Much of the generational wealth celebrated in this trend stems from historical inequalities, where white elites amassed fortunes backed by corporations that exploited lower-income communities. This exploitation contributed to enduring financial disparities and discrimination—issues that the trend's imagery tends to ignore or obscure.
Moreover, the old money aesthetic may reinforce toxic consumption habits by promoting an ideal that is unattainable for many, fostering a culture of exclusivity rather than inclusiveness. According to The Berkeley High Jacket, this trend solidifies a fashion culture that not only celebrates wealth but also sidelines the broader conversation about its origins and impacts.
In summary, while the resurgence of interest in exclusivity and luxury through the old money aesthetic reflects a notable shift in contemporary style, it also brings to light underlying tensions related to wealth disparity and social equity. The trend’s current focus on appearance and consumer culture signals a complex dynamic in youth fashion, where aspiration intersects with socioeconomic realities. The Berkeley High Jacket’s analysis suggests that a deeper examination and potential shifts in the trend’s narrative would be necessary for it to evolve beyond its current form.
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