Guy Sebastian held at gunpoint by police over car theft suspicion in Los Angeles
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Australian singer Guy Sebastian has shared a harrowing experience from 2011 when he was held at gunpoint by multiple police officers in Los Angeles amid suspicions that he had stolen a car.
During an interview on Nova’s Smallzy’s Surgery with Kent ‘Smallzy’ Small on Monday, the 43-year-old singer detailed how he was subjected to a forceful police response after his vehicle, which he had purchased on eBay, was towed without his consent. At the time, Sebastian was living and working in the United States at the age of 29, renting Australian Olympic swimmer Ian Thorpe’s two-bedroom house in the Hollywood Hills.
Sebastian explained that he had parked his car in the driveway of the property but found it missing when he returned. Over the following weeks, he embarked on a lengthy search, visiting 20 to 30 tow companies in the Van Nuys area, after being informed by police that his car had been impounded by a tow company operating within a loophole in the law. The company exploited regulations allowing impounded vehicles to be sold if unclaimed after three months. Eventually, the car was located, though he was charged $4,000 USD by the tow company—a sum he described as a scam.
After retrieving the car, which showed damage sustained during the towing, Sebastian attempted to notify the police that it was no longer stolen. However, after waiting on hold for 45 minutes, he decided to drive to a nearby car wash close to the sheriff’s station. It was there that police arrived in force. Sebastian recounted that eight or nine officers appeared with their guns drawn, ordering him to “SHUT UP AND GET ON THE GROUND!” Despite his attempts to explain the situation and show the paperwork confirming his ownership, the officers would not hear him. One officer forcibly removed his phone from the car, breaking it.
Sebastian recalled, “He actually had the gun pressed into my forehead. It was full on. I could feel the metal of the gun... I was telling them it’s my car. They wouldn’t hear it. They put me in cuffs, pushing my face into this wet concrete.”
Following verification of the paperwork, Sebastian was released. Reflecting on the incident, he acknowledged the police’s actions, noting, “They’re pretty trigger happy over there.”
The incident was originally confirmed by Guy Sebastian’s management to the Sydney Morning Herald at the time it happened. The singer has since been able to recount the experience with a degree of humour, but it remains a vivid reminder of the challenges he faced during his time in the United States.
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