Jury selection to start in Sean Combs sex trafficking trial in New York
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The jury selection process is set to begin next week for the highly anticipated sex trafficking trial of rapper Sean Combs, also known as Diddy, in New York City. Combs, 55, faces multiple civil lawsuits alleging that he sexually abused several anonymous complainants over a period spanning from 1990 to 2023. The accusations include disturbing claims of gang-raping minors, some as young as 13, at high-profile events such as the MTV Video Music Awards’ afterparties and Combs’ infamous ‘White Party’ gatherings in New York.
The allegations extend to accusations of drugging women to facilitate sexual assaults. Among those implicated alongside Combs is fellow rapper Jay-Z, who, along with Combs, has vehemently denied all allegations. Combs’ legal team has dismissed the lawsuits as attempts to garner publicity and insisted that he "never sexually assaulted anyone."
The voir dire phase, during which potential jurors are questioned to ensure their suitability, will include a range of unconventional queries. Both the prosecution and defence teams have proposed questions touching on sensitive subjects such as jurors’ beliefs and prior experiences related to sexual activity with multiple partners, cheating, prostitution, drug use, and familiarity with the music industry’s culture. 
According to court documents, the defence intends to ask whether prospective jurors believe "wealthy people get away with things that the less wealthy do not" and if hearing evidence about "people engaging in sexual relations with multiple sexual partners" would pose difficulty for them. The prosecution, on the other hand, plans to question jurors on their media consumption habits, including whether they watch police dramas like "Law and Order" and "CSI," and their past experiences related to sexual assault, harassment, or domestic violence training.
Federal attorneys have requested the jury be queried about their attitudes towards commercial sex work, sex trafficking, law enforcement, illegal drugs, and firearms. They also noted that evidence recovered from Combs’ personal electronic devices in Los Angeles and Miami, including cellphone records and iCloud data, will be presented. Jurors will be asked whether they have any beliefs or experiences that might affect their ability to fairly evaluate the legality of such searches.
The allegations against Combs first came to light following claims from his former girlfriend, Cassie Ventura, who accused him of rape and trafficking over a decade. Numerous lawsuits are filed anonymously; however, one high-profile suit filed by former producer Rodney Jones in February 2024 seeks $30 million in damages. Jones alleges that Combs was involved in an illegal racketeering enterprise encompassing drugs and the solicitation of minors and sex workers. While several of Jones’ allegations were dismissed earlier this year, some claims remain open.
Among the plaintiffs are 25 individuals who were minors at the time of the alleged abuse, including both males and females, many of whom report being drugged or offered hush money. 
Combs’ trial is scheduled to begin on 5 May 2024 at the Daniel Patrick Moynihan United States Courthouse in Manhattan. In his defence, Combs plans to call upon Dr Elie Aoun, a Columbia University professor and medical doctor, to testify that the rapper has a "mental condition bearing on the issue of guilt." The specific nature of this condition has been redacted from court filings but is expected to be disclosed during the proceedings.
The jury selection and trial have attracted significant public attention due to the high-profile nature of Combs’ career and the serious nature of the allegations, which span several decades and involve numerous accusers.
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