Muñekita fashion show bridges history and art at Magoffin Home
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On March 27, the historic Magoffin Home in El Paso became the stage for a unique and evocative fashion event titled Muñekita, which blended the worlds of history, art, and fashion through a doll-inspired runway show. The event was produced by 20-year-old El Paso Community College (EPCC) fashion student Ximena Mata, who conceptualised the show as part of a project for her fashion promotion class, under the guidance of Vanessa Ramirez, coordinator of the EPCC Fashion Tech Program since 2018.
The fashion show artistically narrated a transformation narrative inspired by the history of the Magoffin Home and its former inhabitants. Models began the show dressed as pristine, brand new dolls adorned in bright pink costumes and vibrant makeup, symbolising youth and freshness. By the finale, the models embodied cracked porcelain dolls, featuring gothic attire and dark, eerie makeup, visually representing the passage of time and the wear that comes with age.
Speaking to The Prospector – Assayer of Student Opinion, Mata expressed her enthusiasm for producing the show, noting the creative control it offered her. “Being a producer feels way different than a model, and it feels a bit more fun because I’m in control of how I want my concept to come to life, and I can make it as strange as much as I want to make it strange. I hope I shocked people,” she said. The concept was notably influenced by fashion designer Mason Margiela’s 2024 porcelain doll looks, while also drawing thematic inspiration from the rich cultural history of the Magoffin family.
The Magoffin Home, once inhabited by the multicultural Magoffin family in the early 20th century, holds significant historical value in the development of the American Southwest. The family was involved in key historical events such as American expansion, the Civil War, and U.S.-Mexico relations. Reflecting this heritage, Vanessa Ramirez explained the symbolism embedded in the show: “Part of the show was the idea that people grow old, and they pass on [their items]. Their vintage dolls get played with and they get kind of used, but they’re beautiful. The idea of the Magoffin’s spirits living on is something that we wanted to be highlighted during the show. [They’re] living on in fashion and being beautiful.”
The event was supported by the local Sun Country Doll Club, an organisation dedicated to educating the public about doll history and preservation. Trish Winstead, the club’s treasurer and founder of EPCC’s fashion design degree, also donated $500 to the EPCC fashion program specifically for purchasing dolls to support the show’s visual narrative.
Winstead shared her admiration for the community’s creative spirit and the EPCC fashion programme’s role in nurturing talent: “El Paso is such a magical place. People do what they want here. I hardly ever meet people [who] are paying attention to the latest fashion or something. People here make fashion. They decide what they want to look like. In the three decades I taught, there were always students coming up with the most amazing clothing. I hope [the community] sees that these young people are serious about their careers.”
Preceding the fashion show, the Sun City Doll Competition invited participants across various age groups to design outfits for fashion dolls or their own personal dolls, with awards presented during the event. The collaboration between EPCC’s fashion programme and the Sun Country Doll Club was highlighted as an important element in engaging the community and supporting emerging designers.
Both Mata and Ramirez expressed gratitude for the extensive community support that contributed to Muñekita’s success. The EPCC fashion programme is optimistic about continuing to foster student talent and hopes to see its students progress further in the fashion industry.
The Muñekita fashion show not only showcased innovative fashion design but also served as a bridge connecting the past with contemporary creative expression, celebrating both El Paso’s cultural history and its vibrant artistic future.
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