Trump’s second term first 100 days mark an aggressive and controversial start
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In the first 100 days of President Donald Trump's second term, a complex and tumultuous picture has emerged, marked by extensive executive actions, confrontations with institutions, and a broad array of policy initiatives that continue to spark debate across political and social spectrums. Since his inauguration in January 2025, Trump has issued 139 executive orders, declared eight national emergencies, and implemented a wide variety of policies touching on immigration, trade, education, health, and foreign relations.
Key figures and commentators from different walks of life have shared insights on the challenges, achievements, and controversies during this period.
Mike Pompeo, former Secretary of State, describes this phase as a "we’ve-seen-this-movie-before" sequel, noting the speed and intensity of Trump's actions to fulfil campaign promises like stopping illegal immigration, lowering taxes, and regulating less. He applauds the administration’s aggressive stance but reminds that true victory requires sustained courage and execution.
Nellie Bowles highlights the health-focused movement MAHA (Make America Healthy Again), led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., now Secretary of Health and Human Services. MAHA's campaign includes initiatives to remove artificial dyes from processed foods and an autism research programme. However, concerns persist about the movement’s anti-vaccine tendencies.
Derek Thompson draws attention to what he terms America’s "self-surrender," warning that policies under Trump have weakened the country’s scientific funding, trade standing, and manufacturing base, potentially undermining the nation's long-term economic and technological leadership.
Reihan Salam observes that Trump’s election victory was propelled by voters seeking a less ideologically driven leader compared to Kamala Harris, with surprising support from Hispanic, Asian, and younger voters. Salam notes, however, that Trump’s broad and confrontational approach across policy fronts risks alienating potential allies and weakening his position.
Tyler Cowen comments on Trump’s foreign policy with an eye on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, suggesting that a peace deal there would mark a major success. Yet, he warns that Trump’s tariff policies and economic uncertainty might harm the U.S.'s international reliability and economic health.
Coleman Hughes offers critical views on the president’s inner circle, warning that the replacement of experienced advisors with loyalists has led to a decline in rational policy-making, evidenced by economic disruptions and executive overreach.
Evan Barker discusses the administration’s appeal to working-class voters through measures targeting outsourcing and promoting union-friendly policies, yet also points out contradictory proposals that could harm social safety nets.
Bill Maher delivers a critical appraisal of what he calls a “shitshow,” highlighting issues such as executive inefficiency, foreign policy challenges, and controversial firings within the administration.
Jamie Reed analyses the administration’s approach to gender-related policies, noting multiple executive orders and judicial pushbacks, concluding that resolution will likely require state-level leadership rather than federal mandates.
Victor Davis Hanson views Trump’s administration as launching a comprehensive counterrevolution against progressive trends in economics, politics, and culture, comparing its ambition to that of the New Deal and Reagan-era reforms.
Richard Hanania expresses disappointment in the administration’s direction, citing an overreliance on personality cults and questionable policy decisions, especially in health and trade.
Sam Harris paints a bleak picture of corruption and incompetence, describing how the administration’s second term has eroded America’s global standing.
Yuval Levin emphasises the lack of legislative achievements, describing the administration’s strategy as heavily focused on executive actions and demolition rather than enduring policy change.
Cabinet functionality appears diminished according to Adam Rubenstein, who notes that power struggles and the influence of close presidential allies seem to have sidelined traditional cabinet roles.
Matt Labash characterises Trump as a unifier of chaos, with unpredictable policies alienating various constituencies, while Shabbos Kestenbaum praises the administration's strict stance on antisemitism on campuses and support for Israel's military efforts.
Peter Savodnik highlights the fragmentation of traditional political labels, pointing to a realignment in American politics under Trump's "America First" agenda.
John McWhorter critiques Trump’s motivations as revenge-driven and megalomaniacal, citing his policies on tariffs, international relations, and domestic issues.
Christopher Rufo underscores the administration’s aggressive campaign against perceived left-wing dominance in education, seeking to curb diversity programs and enforce civil rights laws more strictly.
Kemi Badenoch praises Trump's clarity and negotiation style, cautioning against protectionism's economic effects and expressing concerns about the stance on Ukraine.
Emily Yoffe critiques actions against the scientific establishment, warning of the risks of punishing legitimate research in pursuit of ideological aims.
Matt Yglesias expresses surprise at the administration’s overreach, suggesting a more disciplined approach could yield better outcomes.
Matthew Continetti argues that despite controversies, Trump’s administration has made significant strides, especially in immigration control, although challenges remain to maintain political support.
Matti Friedman reports from Israel that Trump is viewed favourably due to unwavering support for Israeli security.
Jonathan Haidt notes bipartisan progress on children's mental health and educational issues, highlighting legislation aimed at reducing screen time in schools.
Eli Lake draws parallels between Trump and Andrew Jackson, particularly in conflicts with the judiciary and resistance to court rulings.
In summary, the first 100 days of Donald Trump's second presidency have been marked by aggressive and expansive use of executive power, bold policy shifts, and significant political and social debates. Analysts and commentators reveal a landscape of swift action accompanied by controversy and uncertainty, with the broader implications of these early months still unfolding domestically and internationally. The administration's future trajectory remains closely watched as it moves beyond this initial phase.
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