Trump set to sign bipartisan Take It Down Act targeting nonconsensual deepfake content
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President Donald Trump is poised to sign into law the "Take It Down Act," a significant bipartisan legislative measure aimed at combating the proliferation of nonconsensual, sexually explicit deepfake images and videos on the internet. The bill, which has received overwhelming support in both chambers of the US Congress, represents a concerted effort to address the challenges posed by advances in artificial intelligence and digital media manipulation.
The House of Representatives passed the act resoundingly on Monday, with a vote of 409-2, following its unanimous consent approval in the Senate earlier this year. Spearheaded by Senators Ted Cruz of Texas and Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, the legislation makes it a federal offence to distribute sexually explicit images or videos—whether real or AI-generated—without the consent of the person depicted. Additionally, it obliges online platforms to remove such content within 48 hours of notification to prevent further dissemination.
First Lady Melania Trump, who has championed this legislation through her "Be Best" initiative, commended the bill’s passage as a crucial step in safeguarding children and families across the nation. President Trump himself promoted the bill in a recent address to Congress, underscoring his administration’s commitment to combating the harmful effects of deepfake technology.
The bill addresses growing concerns related to the misuse of deepfake technology, which enables the creation of highly realistic but fabricated images and videos, frequently targeting women, minors, and public figures. Last year, major technology companies faced mounting public pressure to update their policies regarding these synthetic media. Meta Platforms, Inc. was notably criticised after a manipulated video of former President Joe Biden was found not to violate the company's existing policies. Earlier in the year, AI-generated explicit images of celebrities such as Ariana Grande, Scarlett Johansson, and Maria Sharapova circulated widely on Facebook, attracting significant engagement before their removal by the platform.
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella has also publicly expressed concern over the spread of AI-generated explicit content, describing the situation involving images of pop star Taylor Swift as "alarming and terrible." The increasing ease of generating and sharing such content has raised alarms about the potential for exploitation and reputational harm, prompting legislative responses like the "Take It Down Act."
This legislative action reflects a broader trend among policymakers seeking to regulate new technologies to protect individuals’ privacy and dignity while balancing the complexities introduced by artificial intelligence and digital media advancements. The enactment of this law will place clear legal responsibilities on those who produce, distribute, or facilitate the spread of nonconsensual explicit deepfake content, alongside obligations for online platforms to act swiftly to remove such material.
The Yahoo report highlights the scope and bipartisan nature of this legislative effort, illustrating a unified governmental response to emergent digital threats and the protection of personal rights in the digital age.
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