Inua Ellams launches Stained Metal project to explore empire and identity across Commonwealth nations
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In a notable celebration of culture and heritage, acclaimed poet and playwright Inua Ellams has launched his latest project, "Stained Metal," in conjunction with his new role as Honorary Research Fellow at The University of Manchester. The event, co-hosted by Fuel, the Museum of West African Art, Creative Manchester, and Manchester Museum, highlights themes of empire, identity, and legacy through a unique artistic lens.
Inua Ellams, who received an MBE in 2023 for his services to literature, has devised a plan to send his medal to four distinct corners of the British Empire: Kenya, India, Canada, and Jamaica. In doing so, he aims to engage artists from these nations to respond to both a personal letter from him and the significance of the medal itself. This initiative has been positioned as a profound exploration of the ramifications of empire and the complexities of identity.
The launch event took place as part of the Manchester Museum Lates series, alongside a week-long celebration in honour of Africa Day. It commenced with introductory remarks from Esme Ward, the Director of Manchester Museum, and John McAuliffe, Professor of Poetry and Director of Creative Manchester. Following this, Inua Ellams presented the inaugural reading of his letter to the commissioned artists and enriched the evening with his poetic works, culminating in an engaging dialogue with the audience.
The Equinox and Solstice event series, presented by Creative Manchester, aims to showcase innovative artists through collaborations across various cultural institutions, including the Whitworth, the John Rylands Research Institute and Library, Manchester Museum, and Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre. These partnerships are intended to foster social, environmental, and individual well-being within the community, emphasizing the role of art as a vehicle for connection and dialogue.
The "Stained Metal" project not only marks a significant moment in Ellams' career but also represents an ongoing commitment to exploring the legacies of imperialism and the narratives that shape contemporary identities across the globe.
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