Society of Radiographers urges allowing men to perform mammograms amid screening backlog
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The Society of Radiographers is advocating for a policy shift that would allow qualified male health workers to perform mammograms, a role currently designated exclusively for female professionals. The push for change comes amidst growing concerns over the backlog of critical screening procedures, reflecting a broader conversation about gender roles in healthcare and patients' comfort during sensitive examinations.
Alexandra Shulman, writing for the Daily Mail, argues that the apprehension some patients may feel about having a male radiographer is unfounded, especially for those who have experienced serious health challenges. She highlights that during her own battles with cancer, her discomfort about modesty diminished significantly. “When you are seriously ill, you simply don't care,” she noted, emphasizing that the priority in such situations should be to receive competent medical care, regardless of the provider's gender.
Shulman recounted her personal experiences, including consultations and surgeries performed by male surgeons, which further supports her argument that the focus should be on the qualifications and expertise of healthcare providers rather than their gender. She asserts that for many patients, “the best you can do is hope that anybody, of any gender, knows what they are doing.”
In a related commentary, Shulman reflected on her recent visit to Louisiana, where she experienced frequent severe weather alerts. Known for its swampy terrain and susceptibility to storms, Louisiana relies on a robust alert system to keep residents informed. Shulman expressed mixed feelings about this aspect of Southern life, recounting the alarm of receiving emergency notifications in the middle of the night. “Being woken at 3am with a terrifying alert announcing 'This is a dangerous and life-threatening situation, do not attempt to travel' did severely test my enjoyment of American weather news,” she wrote.
Shulman’s observations extended to her personal affinity for Southern colloquialisms, expressing her fondness for the term "y'all," which she found endearing, though incongruously out of place in her London accent. She also touched upon the emerging trend of artificial intelligence in the fashion industry, where AI-generated models are becoming more prevalent. While the legal ramifications of using AI to replicate the images of real models are still being debated, Shulman noted that some agencies are already selling image rights for lesser-known clients for AI utilisation.
Lastly, Shulman reminisced about her time during the Eighties, contrasting her experiences at the prestigious Tatler magazine with the avant-garde representation found in The Face magazine. She highlighted the differing approaches to style and cultural representation in both publications, noting that The Face thrived on a limited budget while larger platforms operated with significantly more financial freedom.
Through these diverse reflections, Shulman provides insight into personal experiences and broader societal issues, from gender roles in healthcare to the evolution of media and technology, encouraging readers to engage with these topics on their own terms.
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