Newport’s cultural revival plans meet mixed reactions from residents
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Newport's future as a cultural hub is under discussion as the council rolls out its "Empowering Culture, Transforming Communities" initiative. This plan aspires to enhance the city’s status as an international cultural destination. However, responses from long-term residents reflect a complex picture, marked by both nostalgia and skepticism about the city’s evolution.
Many residents express concern over Newport's diminished vibrancy, recalling a time when the city centre was bustling with shops and activity. Joan Musto, a local resident, reminisced about her experiences in the 1950s, stating, "It would have deserved the title CITY then not now." Liam Turner echoed this sentiment, describing his memories of the city during the 1990s and early 2000s, when the streets were alive with commerce. He attributed the current decline in retail to a combination of new, short-lived businesses and the growing prominence of online shopping, saying, "The city is losing shops due to people opening quick buck flash in the pan businesses."
The challenges facing Newport's urban environment extend beyond retail. Residents have raised issues concerning safety and anti-social behaviours, with Claire Boon noting a need for increased police presence, remarking, "I don't feel safe in the daytime." She voiced her concerns over troubling encounters with disruptive individuals, suggesting that improving safety could help increase foot traffic in the area. Similarly, Carol Davies lamented parking fees and the surfeit of empty shops, branding Newport as "a waste of space," and noted her preference for nearby Cwmbran, where she finds free parking.
Despite these concerns, there are pockets of optimism among residents regarding cultural events in the city. Andrew Lee Davies highlighted the success of the Newport Music Trail, describing it as a vibrant event that brought "culture and life coming out of its arse." He praised the attendance at various venues and the diverse music offerings that attracted families and music enthusiasts alike. Jacob Evan Richards-Powell also pointed to the packed local festivals, which he believes played a critical role in bringing people together and stimulating the local economy.
Nonetheless, scepticism persists regarding the council's cultural strategy. James Wilkie expressed concern that focusing on cultural initiatives would not address more pressing issues in the community. He criticized the effectiveness of the local police and stated, "Nothing is ever going to last here as it’s one of the worst cities around, constant violence riddled with homelessness."
As Newport's council aims to increase access to cultural activities, enhance skills, and promote sustainability, the dialogue among residents is likely to continue. The city currently reflects a division between those who cherish its historical vibrancy, advocates of its creative potential, and individuals calling for immediate improvements in safety and urban management.
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