Met Gala 2025 crowns Black dandyism as a defining moment in luxury fashion
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A Stylish Tribute: The 2025 Met Gala Celebrates Black Dandyism
The 2025 Met Gala, with its dazzling theme, “Superfine: Tailoring Black Style,” lived up to its illustrious reputation as one of the fashion world’s premier events. While the spotlight shone on many luminaries at New York’s iconic Metropolitan Museum of Art, the event also captured global attention for its celebration of Black dandyism and its substantial influence on high fashion. While stars such as Rihanna turned heads in custom creations, the night also showcased intriguing narratives beyond the famed staircase.
Among those who drew attention was the striking model Cara Delevingne, who opted out of the gala to premiere a nature documentary in London. Donning a sheer gown from Annie’s Ibiza, Delevingne affectionately highlighted her British heritage while subtly referencing the recent Met Gala’s “Tailored For You” dress code. This decision to embrace her own artistic platform reflects a trend seen at the gala: an inclination toward individuality and personal expression.
At the Met Gala, attendees embraced the evening’s theme with vibrant reinterpretations of classic styles. Celebrities like Colman Domingo and Teyana Taylor showcased looks that embodied the elegance of Black dandyism, a concept rooted deep in the historic narrative of Black culture. Domingo, for instance, captivated in a dual-option Valentino ensemble that presented a modern take on traditional menswear. Teyana Taylor’s bold, red velvet cape, emblazoned with 'Harlem Rose', further enhanced the evening’s celebration of cultural heritage and artistry.
The theme’s curator, Monica L. Miller, eloquently stated that “Black dandyism is a strategy and tool to assert identity,” indicating a powerful narrative underlying the night. This sentiment was reflected in the choices made by attendees, many of whom chose outfits that not only exuded glamour but also resonated with deeper cultural significance. Critics did note, however, that the festivities could have expanded further on African-inspired designs, suggesting that while the celebration was rich, there might still be unexplored avenues for future galas.
Among the notable ensembles, Rihanna was a highlight, clad in a custom Marc Jacobs creation that tantalisingly hinted at her third pregnancy. Her outfit, characterised by a blend of early 20th-century silhouettes with contemporary nuances, was lauded as an iconic moment. Alongside her were other fashion-mavens, including Tracee Ellis Ross and Lupita Nyong’o, who brought in joyful flair and meticulous craftsmanship, respectively.
The gala also provided a platform for various fashion houses to pay homage to archival styles while ushering in new interpretations. The evening marked a moment of celebration not only for attendees but for the fashion world at large, as it highlighted the ongoing evolution of Black artistry within luxury fashion. The presence of figures such as James Corden and Blackpink’s Lisa sparked discussions about thematic adherence, prompting introspection into the essence of the celebration.
As New Yorkers reflect on the glamour and excitement of the Met Gala, Delevingne’s choices in London serve as a reminder of the myriad ways in which style can be embraced and interpreted. The anticipation now builds as both cities continue to celebrate the art of fashion, transcending mere fabric and stitches to express deeper cultural narratives intertwined with identity and heritage.
In an era when fashion frequently navigates the realms of self-expression and housing communal histories, both the Met Gala and London’s red-carpet circuit remain pivotal in igniting dialogue around cultural identity and personal expression. Thus, both events highlight that the narrative of fashion is an ever-evolving discourse, offering an open invitation for dialogue around the past, present, and future of style.
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