Peter Andre's Jafaican trailer sparks heated debate over racial portrayal and comedy
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Controversy Erupts Over Peter Andre's New Film Trailer
The release of the trailer for Peter Andre's upcoming film Jafaican has ignited a firestorm of criticism, with the pop star facing accusations of "posing in modern blackface." The film, directed by British-Nigerian writer Fredi Nwaka, features Andre as Gary Buckle, a con artist who pretends to be a Jamaican gangster, donning a dreadlock wig and adopting a Jamaican accent. Although Nwaka did not directly address the backlash while promoting the film, he maintained that society “needs comedy now more than ever,” suggesting a belief that laughter can serve as a crucial escape from daily life.
Critics have not held back their disdain on social media, with many voicing shock at the decision to cast Andre in such a seemingly antiquated and insensitive role. Comments like, “Did I wake up in 1998?!” reflect a wider sentiment that this type of portrayal is deeply outdated. One Twitter user questioned the relevance of the film's premise in 2025, emphasising a feeling of disbelief that the project is even coming to fruition in a time when cultural sensitivity has become a paramount concern.
Despite the widespread negative response, some fans expressed excitement for the film's release. Andre himself took to Instagram to share the trailer, announcing its impending premiere at the Gold Coast Film Festival. While some online they celebrated its arrival, others noted that Andre deleted a tweet following the backlash, raising questions about whether Jafaican would proceed as planned.
This is not the first time Andre has found himself amidst controversy regarding race. Previously, he portrayed a racist thug in another film directed by Nwaka titled On The Other Foot, where he confronted a Black character with derogatory remarks. This role, along with Jafaican, seems to delve into themes of cultural appropriation and racial perspectives, leading some critics to question the appropriateness of Andre's casting in such roles.
While the backlash unfolding around Jafaican may give the impression of a one-sided narrative, it also brings forth broader discussions about the roles of humour and comedy in a world perceived to be increasingly serious. Nwaka’s insistence that “comedy allows us to escape from our everyday life” poses a challenge to those who contend that such comedy must be informed by an awareness of cultural sensitivity.
In a revealing twist, Andre has previously spoken out against racism and for diversity in other contexts, such as his support for the cast of a West End production of Grease. He condemned racist comments directed at its actors, which suggests a complicated position as he now finds himself at the centre of a dialogue that questions his own involvement in potentially marginalising portrayals.
As the film gears up for release, it remains to be seen whether the controversy surrounding Jafaican will stir further discussions about race, representation, and the evolving landscape of comedy in contemporary media. Amid the divided opinions, one thing is certain: the conversation sparked by this project reflects a society grappling with its values and the fragile boundaries of artistic expression.
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