Nine arrested after far-right Hitler birthday party in Oldham sparks weapons raids
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Celebration of Hate: Arrests Follow Far-Right Gathering in Oldham
In a disturbing incident that raises vital questions about public safety and the resurgence of extremist ideologies, nine individuals were arrested following a celebration of Adolf Hitler's birthday at the Duke of Edinburgh pub in Oldham. The gathering, which occurred on April 23, was organised by members of the north-west branch of the far-right British Movement. This event reportedly took place without the pub staff's prior knowledge, which only came to light when the venue contacted police the following day. 
Photos from the event featured members of the group enjoying a celebratory cake adorned with swastika icing and holding Nazi memorabilia, including a Swastika flag and SS bolts. Assistant Chief Constable Steph Parker of Greater Manchester Police stated that public safety remained a top priority. The police have emphasized their readiness to act on any concerns regarding potential threats. “We must take action when concerns are raised, and where weapons are suspected, to ensure people are free to live without fear of intimidation or harm," Parker stated during a recent press briefing.
In the wake of the arrests, law enforcement conducted raids across multiple locations including Rochdale, Bolton, and Southport. These operations resulted in the confiscation of a variety of weapons, including swords, imitation firearms, a crossbow, and what appeared to be a grenade—subsequently declared safe by explosive ordnance disposal teams. The incident sheds light on a troubling pattern of far-right extremism not only seen in the UK but echoing across Europe.
Recent events around Hitler's birthday have underscored the global nature of this issue. In Poland, authorities detained two men for orchestrating a concert that celebrated Hitler's legacy, demonstrating a broader European challenge in monitoring and curbing the influence of neo-Nazi groups. Similarly, earlier this year, in Austria, a group was arrested for laying white roses at Hitler's birthplace while displaying Nazi symbols, highlighting the ongoing battle against hate speech and extremist ideologies across the continent.
Furthermore, the last week of April brought reports from the United States, where stickers bearing Hitler's image were found in public spaces, and the perpetrator was charged for vandalism. These instances point to a rising tide of symbolism associated with hate groups, requiring continued vigilance from communities and law enforcement alike.
On a wider scale, discussions about the persistent celebration of Hitler's birthday have revealed a disturbing trend: neo-Nazis and white supremacists worldwide are increasingly using social media platforms to coordinate their activities and spread their ideologies. Recent online gatherings showcased individuals baking cakes emblazoned with swastikas and proclaiming their dedication to Hitler's legacy, signalling a troubling acceptance of extremist rhetoric.
The incidents from Oldham to Poland, Austria, and beyond expose a frightening reality of a Europe grappling with a resurgence of far-right ideologies. As authorities confront these challenges, the need for proactive measures to combat hate and safeguard public spaces becomes ever more pressing. The community, as well as law enforcement, is compelled to remain vigilant, recognising that the shadow of extremism persists and must be actively opposed to ensure a safe and inclusive society for all.
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