Self Esteem stands by Kneecap amid Glastonbury line-up controversy
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British musician Self Esteem, known off-stage as Rebecca Lucy Taylor, has expressed her comfort in sharing the Glastonbury Festival line-up with the Irish rap group Kneecap, despite the band’s recent controversies surrounding their provocative statements and performances. An investigation led by British counter-terrorism officers has emerged following the resurfacing of contentious footage in which members of Kneecap allegedly made statements like, “The only good Tory is a dead Tory. Kill your local MP.” Additionally, apoplectic remarks supporting banned groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah have been scrutinised as well.
In light of these incidents, which have stirred political outrage and led to calls for the band’s removal from festival line-ups, Self Esteem articulated her belief in the importance of artistic expression and freedom of speech. During an appearance on Times Radio, she remarked, “I think it’s important that they don’t get censored, personally… I feel very comfortable sharing a line-up with them.” This sentiment reflects a burgeoning debate about the boundaries of artistic expression in the context of political commentary, particularly in turbulent socio-political climates.
Kneecap, hailing from Belfast, is renowned for interweaving satirical lyrics with themes of Irish nationalism. Their provocative style often draws comparison to historical punk bands known for their intention to incite discourse through shocking content. They have maintained that their comments have been taken out of context and are part of a broader commentary, rather than endorsements of violence or support for militant groups. Following the backlash, the group apologised to the families of the murdered British MPs Jo Cox and David Amess, asserting that their intent was never to glorify violence. The controversy surrounding Kneecap heated up during their recent performances, which included a politically charged Coachella set that featured anti-Israel slogans, leading to accusations of antisemitism.
The call to ban Kneecap from events, spearheaded by Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch, has drawn varied reactions across the music industry. A coalition of other artists, including Massive Attack and The Pogues, have penned statements defending Kneecap, emphasising the need to protect artistic expression from what they perceive as a politically motivated attempt to suppress dissenting voices. They argue that these efforts overlook deeper systemic issues, pointing instead to the ongoing humanitarian crises, such as that in Gaza, overshadowed by the outrage directed at the band.
The layered nature of this controversy brings to light the complexities artists face when navigating the intersection of art, politics, and public perception. Critics of Kneecap argue that the line between satire and incitement can be dangerously thin, while supporters claim that the group’s art serves as crucial social commentary reflective of their cultural and historical context. As the group prepares for their set at Glastonbury, they stand at a crossroads of artistic freedom and public accountability, grappling with the repercussions of their narrative choices.
Self Esteem's performance at Glastonbury, celebrated for its bold fashion choices and compelling stage presence, juxtaposes the turbulent atmosphere surrounding Kneecap. Her recent outfit, inspired by the Sheffield shopping centre Meadowhall, garnered acclaim, signifying a celebration of cultural identity amidst the backdrop of national discourse. This dual narrative of celebration and controversy reverberates through the festival grounds, prompting audiences to reflect on the multifaceted nature of expression in both music and social commentary.
As both artists take the stage at Glastonbury, their presence embodies a wider cultural dialogue about freedom, expression, and the complexities of public opinion in a changing political landscape.
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