Eurovision winners lean into minor keys and authenticity to capture audiences
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The Eurovision Song Contest, a dazzling showcase of musical talent, cultural diversity, and creative expression, offers a complex tapestry that both performers and viewers intertwine. With an audience of around 163 million people, each with their unique perspective, the quest to craft a winning entry transforms into a multifaceted endeavour where lyrical themes, staging, and originality hold paramount importance.
Experts outline that successful songs commonly resonate with six broad lyrical themes: love, unity, self-assertion, partying, history, and music-making. Notably, songs focusing on self-assertion, such as Conchita Wurst's "Rise Like a Phoenix," have proven particularly effective. Wurst's powerful performance in 2014 not only showcased her vocal talent but also aligned with a growing trend of embracing themes of empowerment and identity, which resonate with the contest's evolving audience. Similarly, the recent success of Salvador Sobral's "Amar Pelos Dois" lights a beacon for performers aiming for authenticity in their presentation.
Staging, often seen as a critical element, is advised to maintain simplicity. Thomas Stengaard, a songwriter behind Denmark's 2013 winner "Only Teardrops," suggests that accessible visuals can be more memorable. He emphasises a connection to childhood understanding: "If you asked a kid to draw that staging, they could." This sentiment aligns with vocal coach Carrie Grant’s assertion that an extravagant stage must align with a powerful performance. Conchita Wurst's minimalist approach, eschewing backing dancers for a focus on her vocal delivery, echoes this principle.
The tone of a song also plays a pivotal role in its potential success. Recent statistics indicate a shift toward minor keys, which now dominate the contest, providing a richer emotional depth often valued by judges and audiences alike. In 2023, a striking 85% of entries performed in minor keys, highlighting a notable trend as performers adapt to the evolving preferences of the Eurovision electorate. Interestingly, Remember Monday’s attempt with a major-key song, "What the Hell Just Happened," aims to disrupt this pattern, suggesting that innovation can create a memorable distinction amid the crowd.
Catchiness in song composition is another essential component. Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis notes that while repetition firmly anchors a piece, an unexpected twist can elevate it beyond the ordinary. The iconic costume changes in Bucks Fizz's "Making Your Mind Up" serve as an illustrative reminder that memorable moments can occur at the intersection of visual and musical creativity. This interplay of a strong chorus and visual surprises is vital for capturing both audience engagement and jury approval.
Moreover, experts advocate that while a polished presentation is crucial, it must not overshadow the song’s quality. A delicate balance is necessary: exquisite staging that serves to enhance, rather than eclipse, the core musical presentation. This insight reflects the sentiment that Eurovision truly rewards those who authentically express their cultural identity amidst often grand theatricality.
Interestingly, data reveals that solo artists, particularly those aged between 25 and 34 years, tend to have a higher likelihood of success, with pop love songs prevailing as a popular genre. Historical data illustrates that while English dominates the winning entries, a few exceptions highlight the representational power of native languages, creating a celebration of cultural diversity within the contest framework.
As anticipation builds for future contests, aspiring Eurovision stars would be wise to heed these nuanced strategies from industry veterans: cultivate a dynamic presence, create an authentic connection with audiences, and never underestimate the power of a well-placed surprise. Ultimately, the blend of emotional resonance, striking visuals, and a relatable narrative could pave the way for the next Eurovision champion, reflecting both individuality and the collective spirit of Europe and beyond.
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